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by  Julie  Scheff  with  Reuben 
Anderson  and  Michael  (tuyton 

Many  Tenderloin  African  Ameri- 
cans see  crack  cocaine  much  like 
the  measles-infected  blankets  and 
alcohol  that  white  colonists  and  settlers 
introduced  to  Native  Americans,  which  led 
to  their  near  genocide  as  a  people. 

"A  dissappearing  race"  is  how  most  of 
the  African  Americans  interviewed  on  the 
streets  and  in  the  storefronts  of  the  Tender- 
loin characterized  themselves.  Crack  co- 
caine is  the  main  culprit,  but  so  too  is  a 
shifting  job  market  where  the  first  sacri- 
ficed are  African  Americans  with  now-ob- 
solete skills. 

Thirty-eight-year-old  James  Jackson 
knows  firsthand  what  this  can  mean.  He 
worked  for  the  Ford  Motor  Company  in 
Detroit  as  a  young  man  for  five  years  before 
he  was  laid  off.  He  then  served  his  country 
in  Vietnam,  only  to  come  home  addicted  to 
heroin  and  unable  to  get  a  job. 

Vernon  Robinson.  45.  a  former  mer- 
chant seaman,  believes  he  knows  why 
Jackson"s  experience  is  a  typical  one.  He 
said.  "I  believe  they  have  a  program  in  how 
they  deal  with  blacks.  If  they  could  elimi- 
nate the  blacks,  they  would."  Robinson  said, 
noting  that  African  Americans  have  not 
only  been  the  backbone  of  the  American 


American  wars.  Now  that  American  jobs 
have  been  exported  overseas  while  the 
economy  has  become  more  high-tech,  the 
African-American  labor  force  has  become 
dispensable,  said  Robinson.  "The  manpower 
just  isn't  needed  anymore." 

The  feeling  that  genocide  is  occurring 
is  pervasive  and  deep-seated.  Those  inter- 
viewed said  they  see  crack  and  the  police 
response  to  it.  the  AIDS  epidemic,  and 
unemployment  as  the  artillery  pointed 
against  the  black  community  in  a  war  of 
extermination. 

The  strong  feeling  that  there  is  a  geno- 
cide occurring  colors  how  some  of  inner 
city  black  America  sees  current  events.  One 
man  said  that  America  is  now  blockading 
Haiti  to  keep 
more  blacks  out. 

Meanwhile,  he  Tenderloin 

added,  America 
seems  to  wel- 
come with  open  arms  other  groups,  such  as 
the  boat  of  Chinese  youth  that  recently 
flaoted  into  San  Francisco  Bay.  They  were 
even  put  up  at  the  Hilton,  he  noted. 

Many  others  said  that  white  people 
have  introduced  crack  cocaine  to  low-in- 
come communities,  and  law  enforcement 
targets  the  small-time  black  drug  dealers 
instead  of  the  drug  kingpins  who  are  more 
likely  to  be  white. 

Those  feelings  have  some  basis  in  sta- 
tistics from  the  National  Institute  on  Drug 
Abuse.  According  to  the  Insitute.  black  men 
represent  only  12  percent  of  those  who  use 
drugs,  but.  according  to  1989  arrest  figures 
analyzed  by  the  USA  Today  newspaper, 
they  make  up  38  percent  of  those  arrested 
for  drug  violations. 

"I  don't  know  a  black  chemist  or  a 
black  man  who  owns  a  plane  or  ship  who 
would  be  allowed  to  bring  in  crack  co- 
caine," said  David  Robinson,  the  director  of 
the  North  of  Market  Senior  Sobriety  Center. 

Why  that  feeling  exists  among  a  grow- 
ing number  of  African  Americans  of  all 
economic  classes  seems  to  be  traced  to 
America's  history  of  racism.  Jewelle  Tay- 
lor-Gibbs.  author  of  "Young.  Black  and 


A  Fading  Black  Race  ? 


i  V 


Male  in  America:  An  Endangered  Species." 
states  that  "the  perception  of  genocide  arises 
from  systematic  discrimination  against  the 
black  community." 


a  bunch  of  evil  white  people"  planning  the 

demise  of  blacks,  said  Patterson.  "But  we've 
been  written  off."  she  said,  noting  how 
many  blacks  live  in  poverty  without  real 
hopes  for  advancement. 

Jobs  or  the  Streets 
"A  man  does  what  he  has  to  do  to 
survive.**  said  Jackson,  the  former  Ford 
Motor  employee.  "There 's  not  a  job  market 
for  blacks  to  get  a  job,  therefore  if  you  don't 
train  an  African  American,  he  has  to  resort 
to  selling  drugs,  stealing,  robbing"  which  is 
just  what  Jackson  did  when  he  was  out  of 
work. 

When  Jackson  couldn 't  support  his  girl- 
friend and  15-month-old  baby  on  his  Gen- 
eral Assistance  check,  he  turned  to  selling 

's  Black  Community  Feels 

crack  on  the  streets  of  the  Tenderloin.  Now 
he  rattles  off  the  names  of  the  penitentiaries 
where  he  has  served  time,  the  way  someone 
else  might  list  the  names  of  Ivy  League 
schools  they  have  attended:  "San  Quentin. 
Folsom.  Susanville 

But  he  speaks  differently  of  his  alma 
maters  than  would  a  college  graduate. 
"There's  no  guarantee  that  if  you  go  to  the 
pen,  you'll  come  out  alive."  said  Jackson. 
"It's  a  war  zone.  Jackson  has  now  been 
clean  for  1 1  months  of  his  1 2-month  parole. 
He  hopes  to  become  a  drug  counselor  to 
help  others  conquer  their  addictions. 

Jackson,  who  spoke  extensively  about 
how  crack  ravages  the  black  community  in 
the  Tenderloin,  confessed  to  his  part  in  it.  "I 
felt  I  was  being  used."  said  Jackson.  "I  felt 
fucked  up.  But  they've  got  nothing  for  me 
where  I  can  better  myself.  If  only  they 
would  open  more  schools  instead  of  pris- 
ons. I  want  a  job  so  badly.  I'm  not  doing 
anything  but  killing  my  own  people." 
Destroying  Communities 

Many  see  this  perceived  genocide  as 
orchestrated  by  government  itself.  On  Janu- 
ary 12,  Rev.  Amos  Brown  of  the  Third 
Baptist  Church  and  Luanna  McGriff  of  the 


National  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People  joinedalmost  lOOothers 
to  storm  San  Francisco  Mayor  Frank 
Jordan's  office.  They  demanded  that  repa- 


neighborhoods  in  the  Fillmore  and  Western 

Addition  in  the  1 95()s.  At  press  time.  Jordan 
had  made  no  response  to  their  demands. 

San  Francisco's  Redevelopment 
Agency  helped  fund  the  ra/ing  of  low- 
income  housing  and  the  creation  of  high- 
cost  condominiums,  which  tore  apart  the 
black  community  living  there  in  the  1950s, 
according  to  the  Redevelopment  Agency's 
own  report  whose  recent  release  prompted 
the  demands. 

More  recently,  as  other  neighborhoods 
feel  the  effects  of  such  "urban  renewal". 
African  Americans  are  being  pushed  out  of 
their  homes  and  into  neglected  neighbor- 
hoods like  the  Tenderloin.  While  the  Afri- 
can American  population  shrunk  by  nearly 
nine  percent 
c  i  t  y  w  i  d  e 

Under  Seize      mmh e« ,asl 

°  10  years,  ac- 

cording to 

census  figures,  it  has  grown  by  nearly  30 
percent  in  the  Tenderloin. 

David  Robinson,  who  sits  on  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition's  board  of 
directors,  a  nonprofit  which  fights  for  better 
housing  and  living  conditions  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, echoed  others  when  he  said  that  the 
Tenderloin  has  become  a  convenient  place 
to  "corral"  African  Americans.  The  city 
allows  behavior  that  wouldn't  be  tolerated 
for  a  minute  in  other  neighborhoods,  said 
Robinson.  Crack  dealing  is  commonplace 
on  the  same  block  as  the  Tenderloin's  police 
station  at  1  Jones  St..  for  instance.  Also  in 
the  Tenderloin's  streets,  people  are  allowed 
to  urinate,  defecate,  and  smoke  crack  or  sell 
it.  whereas  only  one  more  block  away,  in 
front  of  the  Hilton  Hotel,  such  behavior 
would  be  stopped  immediately,  said 
Robinson. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
Angela  Alioto,  while  running  for  election 
last  November,  told  a  Tenderloin  audience 
the  same  thing.  She  noted  that  the  police 
told  her  that  they  practice  a  policy  of  "con- 
densation" within  a  six-block  area  of  the 
Tenderloin  that  results  in  crime  and  poverty 
because  'it  was  easier  to  control  them  that 


way. 

A  Fatal  (feneration  (iap 

Robinson  said  he  sees  some  of  the  roots 
of  the  problem  in  the  lack  ol  positive  role 
models  tor  the  next  veneration 

"Now  we  have  a  lost  generation,  one 
who  doesn't  care  about  dying.  They  don't 
care  about  going  to  jail."  said  Robinson. 

Recent  statistics  show  that  one  in  every 
four  young  black  men  is  in  the  criminal 
justice  system  and  the  top  cause  of  death  for 
young  black  men  is  homicide.  Observers 
note  that  these  figures  are  strongl)  related  to 
poverty. 

"Wc  don't  give  them  hope,  because  we 
don't  think  there  is  any."  said  Robinson. 
"Anytime  a  leader,  regardless  of  race,  at- 
tempts to  do  anything  for  African  Ameri- 
cans, they  get  killed."  he  said.  "When  JFK 
and  Martin  'Luther  King]  were  alive,  they 
were  something  we  hung  onto  to  pull  us 
above  all  of  this." 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Photo  Jenniler  Cheek 

Snap,  Crackle,  Pop:  Young  people 
ignited  firecrackers  to  celebrate  Tet.  the 
Vietnamese  New  Year,  along  Larkin  Street 
on  January  18.  See  page  16  for  story. 
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See  page  8 
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See  page  9 

•  City  Signals  Shift  in  Homeless 
Policy 

See  page  4 
•Cambodia's    Democratic  Gamble 
See  page  14 
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Ask  the  People 


by  Michael  Ciuyton 
Photos  h\  Eli  Bishop 

W  hat  African-American  leader  had 
the  greatest  influence  on  your  life? 

(.  Scott 

Malcolm  X.  He 
was  real.  Martin 
Luther  King  was  non- 
violent, but  Malcolm 
X  said  do  it  by  any 
means  necessary. 
With  the  situation  go- 
ing on  today,  that  's  the 
phi  losophy  we  need  to 
go  by. 

Abu  Bakr 


Wallace  D. 
Mahamad.  He  taught 
what  Muslims  were  re- 
ally all  about.  It  wasn't 
about  black  is  God. 
God  is  God.  lis  about 
the  Creator.  He  taught 
that  it  wasn't  just 
about  being  black. 
Any  one  can  be  a  Mus- 
lim. 

Rodolfo  Skeets 

MarvinGaye.  His 
music  hit  a  chord  in 
me.  He  sang  against 
the  war.  I'm  a  disabled 
Vietnam  Veteran  and 
they  sent  us  to  war, 
but  when  we  came 
back  we  became  non- 
persons.  He  spoke  out 
with  soul  and  pain. 

Irma  Foe 

My  fatherGeorge 
Poe.  As  an  adult  I  now 
understand  how  hard 
it  was  for  him  to  sup- 
port a  family  of  five 
children  while  work- 
ing four  or  five  jobs  in 
order  to  do  so.  Also 
for  him  to  live  until 
the  age  of  65  was  re- 
markable as  an  Afri- 
can-American male. 

Rodney  Brannon 

Martin  Luther 
King.  Jr.  I  grew  up  in 
the  South  and  experi- 
enced the  racism  that 
he  talked  about.  He 
taught  that  people  of 
all  races  should  walk 
hand  in  hand  towards 
freedom. 
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bj  Pal  Swendsen 

Walking  up  Polk  Street  is  another 
world.  The  people  stationed  by  every 
restaurant,  bus  stop  and  intersection  are 
waiting.  Holding  paper  cups.  They 
mumble  for  change,  count  pennies.  If  they 
have  a  sax  to  play,  there's  a  dollar  bill  in 
the  cup  to  set  the  tone.  Otherwise,  it's 
only  change.  How  many  people  pass  by 
before  there  is  enough  in  the  cup  for  a 
burger,  a  slice  of  pi/za.  a  bottle  of  wine? 

Everyone  is  wrapped  in  layers  of  old 
si  nves  and  blankets  to  keep  warm. 
Rveryone  except  the  young  men  with 
their  bulging  pants,  hovering  in  window 
wells  or  corner  doorways,  waiting  tor  an 
invitation  to  sell  another  piece  of  them- 
selves— their  body,  then  mind,  their 
spirit.  And  hope  that  along  with  the  hot 
meal  comes  some  excitement.  And  then 
another  HIV  test — and  the  agonizing  wait 
until  discovery. 

The  calls  along  the  street  are  a  chorus 
of  "loose  change?"  and  then  a  follow-up 


City  Heartache 

lor  a  dollar.  What  would  you  do  with  ten 
or  a  hundred?  Would  you  buy  your  way 
out  for  the  night?  Forever? 

And  you  walk  ahead,  determined  not 
to  look.  But  you  know  they  are  there.  You 
hear  them.  Slaves  chained  in  the  hold  of  a 
ship.  You  dare  not  see  them. 

You  can  look  into  the  eyes  of  the 
man  in  front  of  Burger  King  because  you 
put  in  a  dollar.  And  for  a  second  you  are 
two  lovers  on  the  edge  of  a  planet  that  is 
empty  and  bare.  You  share  the  intimacy 
of  a  cup  with  a  dollar  bill  in  it — your  only 
offspring.  Who  are  you?  Where  were  you 
yesterday?  Did  you  ever  have  a  yester- 
day? Is  there  a  tomorrow?  Have  a  good 
day. 

"God  bless  you." 

Why  did  you  say  "God  bless  you"  to 
me?  Will  God  bless  me  and  not  you? 
Shouldn't  I  ask  God's  blessing  for  you? 
Or  am  I  too  embarrassed  to  expect  a 
traditional  phrase  to  fill  in  the  gaps  of 


Letters 


Reminiscence 

Editors: 

To  my  mother  in  Vietnam: 

I  think  back  to  last  summer  to  a 
Vietnamese  woman,  hiding  her  face 
under  a  huge  Mexican  hat.  among  her 
green  peppers  and  apples,  trying  to  see 
farm  products  on  the  open  market  down 
at  the  Farmers  Market  in  the  Civic  Cen- 
ter. 

I  used  to  walk  through  the  Tender- 
loin neighborhood  on  my  way  to  U.C. 
Extension,  where  I  attended  some 
evening  classes.  I  strolled  along 
Leavenworth  Street  to  Market  Street, 
among  the  vibrant  children  playing  on 
the  sidewalks,  sharing  their  space  with 
the  prostitutes  and  drug  dealers  playing 
their  own  rules  of  the  game. 

One  day.  I  stopped  by  the  woman's 
stand  and  bought  from  her  for  one  dol- 
lar. 12  huge  green  peppers  as  a  pack- 
age deal.  After  a  brief  conversation.  I 
learned  that  she  had  just  moved  out  of 
the  Tenderloin  and  bought  her  first  house 
in  the  Sunset  District,  where  she  could 
raise  her  children  in  a  safer,  healthier 
environment.  She  barely  spoke  English 
because  she  felt  so  exhausted  every 
time  she  got  back  home  from  work  and 
could  not  attend  the  English  classes 
offered  to  Southeast  Asian  refugees 
She  also  mentioned  that  she  devoted 
her  struggling  days  and  energy  to  her 
children  who  attended  university  and 
her  life  in  America  was  for  nothing  but 
their  futures  and  accomplishments. 

Today,  my  thought  goes  to  my  older 
mother,  living  in  Vietnam,  who  sacri- 
ficed her  youth  and  beauty,  struggling 
during  the  war  days  to  raise  her  five 
children  by  daily  selling  1 00-pound  con- 
tainers of  pesticides  to  the  peasants 
near  Thu-Duc  town  Her  dream  was  to 
see  agriculture  production  increased, 
enhancing  the  self-sufficiency  in  the 
country  during  the  war,  while  providing 
her  children  a  good  level  of  education. 


Today,  we  are  all  scattered  in  different 
continents,  accomplished  and  happy. 
However,  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to 
think  of  these  women  other  than  as 
exceptional  heroine  mothers  of  yester- 
day and  tomorrow,  gifted  by  a  powerful 
instinct  for  survival.  Also,  my  ultimate 
question  is  how  could  I  have  come  on 
this  long  journey  and  become  the  ac- 
complished person  I  am  without  her 
contribution. 

Thanks,  mom. 

-Lan  Khanh 
Nob  Hill  resident 


Not  a  Child  Enough 

Editors: 

Imagine  youself  at  the  age  of  seven , 
crammed  in  an  1 8'  x  20'  room  with  your 
grandparents,  mother,  aunt,  and  two 
other  siblings  It  is  very  uncomfortable. 

Imagine  yourself  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  awakened  by  sounds  of  gun- 
shots, a  police  car  chase,  or  smashing 
liquor  bottles  You  get  nervous. 

Imagine  yourself  aching  to  do  some- 
thing on  weekends  but  there's  no  place 
to  go  or  play.  You  can't  even  walk  around 
without  being  harassed  by  drug  users, 
drug  dealers,  alcoholics,  or  prostitutes 
You're  scared  to  go  out. 

Imagine  all  seven  members  of  your 
family  trying  to  enjoy  what  you  have  on 
special  holdiays  and  make  the  most  of 
what's  available  You  learn  to  hope. 

These  are  only  a  handful  of  un- 
imaginable things  for  a  child  of  the  Ten- 
derloin. 

Every  child  in  the  Tenderloin  de- 
sires and  deserves  a  better  environ- 
ment while  growing  up  in  this  politically 
incorrect  district  of  San  Francisco 

Have  a  heart  this  Valentine  Day — 
share  what  you  have,  give  what  you 
can,  and  cherish  a  smile  in  return. 

To  the  business  owners  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, please  supoprt  all  non-profit 
agenices  in  the  neighborhood  that  truly 
look  after  the  best  intersts  of  our  area. 

— Tess  Manalo-Ventresca 
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your  terrible  need? 

Don't  give  to  the  street  people.  You 
areiTl  doing  them  a  favor.  They  have  to 
change  for  themselves. 

Oh.  yes.  street  people.  Change  for 
yourselves!  Walk  into  the  Fairmont  and 
get  a  room  on  the  weekend  special  (the 
Penninsula  crowd  coming  up  for  the 
theatre).  Have  a  nice  soak  in  the  tub  with 
Yardley's.  Put  on  your  finest  Egyptian 
cotton.  Clean  your  teeth  with  tartar 
control  Colgate.  Now  all  better?  See, 
you've  clone  for  yourself.  You  are  ready 
to  enter  the  corporate  workforce.  You  will 
be  paid  salary  and  commissions  and  (if 
you  cut  your  hair)  a  paid  vacation. 
Problem  here  is  that  pay  day  comes  at  the 
end  of  the  month.  Can  you  hold  on  till 
then?  Can  you  get  a  doorway  on  Polk 
Street  that  doesn't  smell  of  urine?  Can 
you  get  through  another  night  on  your 
own? 

See  ya  at  nine  tomorrow  for  coffee 
and  danish. 


Editors'  Notes 


In  the  Tenderloin,  the  memories  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  Malcolm  X,  and 
other  courageous  African  Americans 
live  on.  But  in  the  Tenderloin,  the  reali- 
ties of  crack,  unemployment,  and  con- 
tinued discrimination  make  the  words  of 
these  civil  rights  giants  only  ideals  that 
have  not  yet  been  nearly  attained. 

When  African  Americans  in  the  Ten- 
derloin were  asked  to  talk  about  their 
own  history  and  where  their  people  stand 
today,  many,  as  the  cover  story  indi- 
cates, felt  that  black  history  in  America 
has  been  one  of  exploitation  and  deadly 
neglect.  The  Times  hopes  to  reflect  the 
words  of  Tenderloin  African  Americans 
and  to  awaken  City  Halls  across  America 
to  the  level  of  pain  and  promise  that 
exists  within  this  and  similar  commu- 
nities 

Many  of  those  interviewed  men- 
tioned the  lack  of  black-owned  busi- 
nesses in  the  Tenderloin  as  one  indica- 
tion of  where  black  America  is  today. 
According  to  the  Tenderloin  Youth  Ad- 
vocates report,  there  are  only  six  out  of 
a  total  of  948  businesses.  (See  story 
page  3). 

This  issue  also  devotes  its  pages  to 
remembering  the  huge  contribution  that 
African  American  young  men  made 
during  the  Vietnam  War.  (See  page  8). 

Many  Vietnam  War  vets  now  live  in 
the  Tenderloin  and  inner  cities  across 
America  and  are  a  living  history  to  the 
devastation  of  that  war,  particularly  for 
African  Americans,  who  payed  in  dis- 
proportionate numbers  with  their  lives 
and  their  futures. 

The  Changing  Times 

Readers  will  also  see  some  changes 
in  the  paper  this  issue.  The  paper  is 
carrying  more  English  on  the  Southeast 
Asian  pages  to  give  English  speakers  a 
window  into  their  worlds  and  to  provide 
materials  for  people  learning  English 

In  response  to  changing  demo- 
graphics and  budget  cuts,  the  Times 
has  had  to  stop  publishing  in  Lao.  The 
Lao  community  has  now  dwindled  to 
just  a  couple  hundred  families  in  the 
Tenderloin,  while  the  number  of  Latinos 
is  skyrocketing.  When  it  is  economically 
feasible,  the  Times  hopes  to  publish  in 
Spanish  to  better  reflect  the  changing 
face  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  Tenderloin  Times  welcomes  let- 
ters from  our  readers.  Tell  US  your  opinions . 
concerns  and  ideas. 


The  Tenderloin  Times  is 
soliciting  neighborhood 
participation.  The  Times  holds 
writers'  workshops  the  first, 
second,  and  third  Wednesdays 

for  people  interested  in 
learning  journalism  skills  and 
writing  for  the  newspaper. 
Call  776-0700. 
We  are  also  seeking  cartoons, 
opinion  pieces  and  story  ideas, 


Lo  i 

Chops 


News  Briefs 


Tenderloin  Vacancy  Rates  up, 
Porno  Shops  Down,  Says  New  Report 

The  Tenderloin  is  home  to  a  huge  diversity  of  small  businesses  but  plagued  by  an 
increasing  number  of  vacant  storefronts,  according  to  an  annual  survey  just  released  by  the 
Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates  (TYA),  a  non-profit  organization  serving  inner-city  youth. 

"We  wanted  to  give  a  better  picture  of  what  the  Tenderloin  is  like."  said  Sherine  Ta.  who 
helped  survey  the  Tenderloin's  948  businesses.  Ta  hopes  that  business  people  and 
politicians  will  read  the  report  and  push  for  more  police  patrols  and  economic  development. 

The  survey  shows  one  obvious  fact  of  the  Tenderloin  —  it's  easy  to  get  a  bite  to  eat.  Of 
the  948  street  level  businesses  surveyed,  179  are  restaurants,  cafes,  or  delis.  Grocery  stores, 
parking  lots,  offices  and  laundromats  are  common.  But  customers  can  also  visit  1 5  massage 
parlors,  1 1  theaters,  eight  bookstores,  five  art  galleries,  and  two  psychic  readers.  And  32 
non-profits  serve  the  community  from  offices  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Cultural  and  ethnic  business  ownership  is  also  diverse.  Chinese  and  Southeast  Asians 
are  strongly  represented,  owning  207  Tenderloin  businesses.  European-Americans  are  next 
with  85.  and  business  people  from  the  Middle  East  run  38.  Japanese.  Korean,  and  Hispanic 
merchants  head  a  total  of  27.  22.  and  24  businesses,  respectively.  Greeks  own  nine 
storefronts,  and  Indians  own  eight.  African- Americans  own  only  six  Tenderloin  businesses, 
according  to  the  survey. 

"It's  a  great  neighborhood,"  Ta  says  of  the  Tenderloin.  "We  have  really  good 
restaurants  and  cafes.  We  have  more  theaters  than  any  other  part  of  the  city,  and  everything 
is  closer." 

But  the  Tenderloin  is  a  precarious  place  to  do  business:  1 62  vacancies  —  representing 
17%  of  total  street  front  commercial  space  —  were  recorded  this  year.  Vacant  storefronts 
become  a  dumping  ground  for  garbage,  invite  crime,  and  impact  other  businesses,  according 
to  the  report.  Vacancies  have  risen  76%  since  1988,  according  to  the  survey. 

Vu-Duc  Vuong,  Director  of  the  Center  for  Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Resettlement 
(CSEARR).citesdrugsandcrime  as  impeding  economic  development  in  the  Tenderloin.  He 
also  criticizes  the  city  for  not  supporting  the  businesses  here.  Vuong  thinks  that  the  City 
won't  take  notice  until  businesses  in  the  Tenderloin  organize  to  make  their  demands  heard. 

"The  City  put  a  lot  of  money  into  Chinatown  and  the  Mission."  Vuong  said.  "We  tried 
to  get  that  here  and  couldn't.  That  kind  of  organization  needs  to  happen  here." 

CSEARR  recently  obtained  a  contract  form  the  Small  Business  Administration  to  make 
loans  of  under  $  1 5.0(H)  to  any  small  businesses  in  San  Francisco  and  Oakland.  "That 's  from 
the  Federal  Government."  Vuong  said  of  the  contract.  "We  need  that  kind  of  support  from 
the  City  as  well." 

— Brian  Shall 


Tenderloin  youth  aged  7  to  19:  Submit  your  writing  about 
living  in  the  Tenderloin  to  The  Tenderloin  Times  for  awards 
and  possible  publication  in  the  pages  of  the  newspaper. 

Write  your  answers  to  one  of  the  following  questions: 

1.  What  is  the  best  thing  about  the  Tenderloin? 

2.  What  people  intrest  you  in  the  Tenderloin? 

3.  What  do  you  do  for  fun  in  the  Tenderloin? 

4.  What  are  your  feelings  about  the  Tenderloin? 

Send  submissions  to  The  Tenderloin  Times,  290  Turk  St  by 
March  15th,  1993,  include  your  name,  age,  phone  number 
and  address. 

Three  winners  will  be  chosen  from  work  by  children  aged  7-12  and 
three  will  be  chosen  from  youth  13-19.  Winners  will  be  announced 
in  the  April  1993  edition  of  The  Tenderloin  Times. 

W    Nhting  thanh  thieu  nien  tuoi  tii  7  den  19  cua  khu  Tenderloin  chii  y: 
'Hay  gvii  bai  van  mieu  ta  cupc  song  trong  khu  Tenderloin  cho  bao  Tender 
loin  Times  de  tranh  giai  va  dUoc  dang  tren  bao. 

Cac  em  hay  viet  bang  tieng  Viet  hoac  tieng  Anh  va  tra  ldi  mot  trong 
nhting  cau  hoi  sau  day: 

1 .  Dieu  gi  la  dieu  tot  dep  nhat  ma  cac  em  co  the  noi  ve  khu  Tenderloin? 

2.  Nhttng  con  ngUdi  nao  dupe  cac  em  chu  y  den  trong  khu  Tenderloin? 

3.  Cac  em  vui  choi  giai  tri  nhu  the  nao  trong  khu  Tenderloin? 

4.  Cac  em  co  nhufng  cam  nghi  gi  ve  khu  Tenderloin? 

Cac  em  hay  gui  bai  den  bao  THE  TENDERLOIN  TIMES  so  290  dtfdng 
Turk  tre  nhat  la  ngay  15  thang  3  nam  1993.  Nho  ghi  ro  ho  ten,  tuoi  tac,  so 
dien  thoai  va  dia  chi. 

Ba  em  thing  giai  se  du'ac  chon  ra  tif  nhting  tac  pham  cua  cac  em  thieu 
nhi  thupc  ltia  tuoi  7-12  va  ba  em  khac  se  dirpc  chpn  ra  tti  cac  thanh  thieu 
nien  thuoc  ltia  tuoi  13-19.  Nhiifng  em  thang  giai  se  dtfoc  cdng  bo  tren  ky 
bao  phat  hanh  vao  thang  4  nam  1993  cua  tp  Tenderloin  Times. 

This  ad  also  appears  on  the  Cambodian  pages. 

SPONSORS  OF  THE  TENDERLOIN  TIMES 
YOUTH  WRITING  COMPETION 

July  5.  5helton.  XaWrence  'bensky.  T imothy  Le.  'Eleanor  Me'brile.  'betty 
CWels$er -heart  ofhte  City  'Farmers  Market 
'Neils  'Erich.  Corey.  Carta fary  b  Qalanis 


Group  Forms  to  Create 
Tenderloin  Nerve  Center 

A  new  community-based  groupcalled  the  Tenderloin  Action  Project.  Inc.  (TAP-IN)  has 
formed  to  help  Tenderloin  residents,  hotel  managers,  small  business  owners  and  nonprofit 
organizations  achieve  a  unified  voice  in  pursuit  of  community  improvement. 

The  plan  calls  for  48  street  captains  to  act  as  liaisons  between  residents  and  businesses 
on  their  block.  The  street  captains,  to  be  trained  in  CPR.  disaster  relief,  and  community 
action,  will  use  a  "telephone  tree"  system  eventually  comprised  of  over  7(K)  contac  ts  as  an 
organizing  tool. 

TAP-IN  president  John  Root  said  the  block  captain  idea  was  tried  in  the  past,  but  failed 
to  involve  people  with  a  vested  interest  in  the  community — business  owners,  hotel 
managers,  and  long  term  residents. 

Root's  examples  of  what  the  street  captain/phone  tree  network  could  do  ranged  from 
responding  to  the  specific  needs  of  residents,  such  as  contacting  building  owners  for  graffiti 
removal,  to  larger  organizational  projects,  like  crime  prevention  programs  or  organizing 
small  businesses  to  apply  for  building  improvement  loans. 

Often  police  and  emergency  services  recieve  non-emergency  calls  for  information  or 
services  available  within  the  community.  "A  lot  of  times  the  only  number  people  know  to 
call  is  91 1,"  Root  said.  "They  can  call  us  instead,  and  we  can  link  them  with  the  appropriate 
person"  through  the  phone  tree. 

Richard  Allman,  president  of  the  Board  of  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
(NOMPC),  hopes  to  pair  up  with  TAP-IN.  NOMPC  itself  is  in  the  process  of  hiring  a  full- 
time  community  organizer  to  pursue  scofflaw  property  owners  and  has  hired  a  half-time 
Laotian  community  organizer  to  focus  on  housing  conditions. 

TAP-IN  expects  to  receive  non-profit  status  by  the  first  of  the  year,  according  to  Root. 
TAP-IN 's  board  includes  members  of  the  Cadillac  Hotel,  the  Cambridge  Project,  and  the 
Center  for  Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Resettlement  (CSEARR).  The  board  members  are 
Kathy  Looper.  Harold  Price,  John  Root.  Jacquie  Hansen.  B.C.  Mah.  John  O' Brian.  Thelma 
Cavenaugh.  and  Charles  Maxwell. 

TAP-IN  is  temporarily  located  at  245  Eddy  Street. 

— Brian  Shott 

Police  Respond  to  Tenderloin  Prostitution 

A  recent  police  crackdown  on  prostitution  in  the  Tenderloin  will  now  focus  on  "johns." 
or  customers  of  prostitutes,  as  well  as  the  prostitutes  themselves,  according  to  Captain 
Dennis  Martel.  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Central  Police  Station.  "Operation  Hook-Up" 
took  place  Jan.  1 1  to  16  and  centered  along  Geary  and  Post  Streets  from  Mason  to  Larkin, 
where  prostitution  is  common. 

"It's  ugly,  and  it's  blatant,  and  there  is  a  related  crime  factor  involved.''  Martel  said  of 
the  prostitution.  Martel  said  that  the  stepped  up  efforts  would  continue  intermittently  "until 
the  situation  improves." 

Police  made  162  arrests  —  108  for  prostitution  and  42  for  being  a  customer.  Others 
arrested  included  clerks  at  two  hotels  on  Sutter  and  Geary  streets,  for  suspicion  of 
maintaining  a  place  where  prostitution  is  practiced.  Sixteen  officers  participated  in  the  week- 
long  operation. 

Police  continue  to  call  on  local  news  organizations  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
prostitutes  and  4 1  men  arrested  or  cited  for  soliciting  sex.  Martel  said  that  KGO  Radio  read 
the  names  over  the  airwaves,  "but  for  some  reason  the  Chronicle  and  the  Lxanunci  chose 
not  to." 

— Brian  Shall 


Amenex 

Insurance  Agency 

San  Francisco 

Auto  •  Life  •  Home  •  Rusiness 

Motorcycle  •  Hearth 
•  CA  Auto  Assigned  Risk  Plan 
•  All  Types  of  Bonds 
•  Most  Commercial  & 
Professional  Liability 


Open  10  am -6  pm.  Mon.-Fri. 
Noon-3  pm.  Saturdays 

Call 
(415)  391-4491 


Shopping  for  your  convenience 
Parking  at  4th/Mission 

ir  Financing  Available 


GRAND  OPENING 

ELLIS  CLEANERS  &  LAUNDROMAT 

372  ELLIS  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94102 
BETWEEN  TAYLOR  St.  &  JONES  St. 
(415)  771-0888 
OPEN  7AM  TO  9PM 

*New  laundromat  with  top  brand  name  machines 
*Brand  new  washers  and  dryers 

*Free  tranportation  for  any  one  who  has  50  lbs  or  more 

(call  for  more  information) 


$  .80 
$1.25 
$2.20 
$3.70 
$  .25 


per  load  141bs 
per  load  181bs 
per  load  351bs 
per  load  501bs 
For  10  min.  Dryer 


Maytag 

Wascomat 

Wascomat 

Wascomat 

Huebsch 


WASH  &  FOLD  $.50  PER  LB 


SPACIOUS  AND  CLEANEST  IN  TOWN:  COME  DOWN 

AND  SEE 

*DRYCLEAN  AND  LAUNDRY  WILL  OPEN  FEBUARY  1993* 

THANKS 

THE  MANAGEMENT 
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City  Signals  Big  Changes  in  Homeless  Programs 


by  Josh  Krnndon 

San  Francisco's  decade-old  approach 
to  homelessness  may  substantially 
change  due  to  a  chain  of  events  that 
began  with  the  City  opening  a  winter  emer- 
gency shelter  program  in  response  to  wide- 
spread media  coverage  of  the  City's  138 
homeless  deaths  during  1992. 

The  City  is  considering  making  dra- 
matic changes  in  how  it  awards  and  moni- 
tors $13.6  million  worth  of  homeless  ser- 
vice contracts.  These  contracts,  adminis- 
tered through  its  Departments  of  Social 
Services  and  Public  Health,  account  for 
about  70  percent  of  the  $19.3  million  of 
General  Fund  monies  the  city  spends  each 
year  on  homelessness. 

Carl  Hed lesion.  San  Franc isco  s  in- 
terim Co-Homeless  Coordinator,  said  that 
these  changes  will  begin  "a  comprehensive, 
hardnosed.  business-like  approach  to 
homelessness  that  has  been  lacking  in  past 
administrations."  In  the  past,  he  notes, 
contracts  to  nonprofit  shelter  and  service 
providers  have  not  been  checked  for  their 
effectiveness  in  getting  people  stabilized 
off  the  streets  and  into  appropriate  housing. 
'  That  is  going  to  change  under  Mayor  Jor- 
dan." says  Hedleston. 

In  addition,  the  Mayor's  Office  is  con- 
sidering creating  a  new  satellite  shelter  sys- 
tem with  the  capacity  to  move  as  many  as 
1 .000  homeless  people  into  small  neighbor- 
hood shelters  set  up  to  quickly  transition 
them  into  housing.  Seed  money  for  this 
program  would  come  from  the  Mayor's 
Homeless  Fund  that  would  be  strengthened 
with  a  blue-chip  fundraising  committee  that 
would  have  a  fundrasing  goal  of  $1  million 
within  six  months,  according  to  Hedleston. 

Still  left  unresolved  is  how  to  find  the 
housing  and  supportive  services  needed  by 
homeless  people  who  enter  the  satellite  shel- 
ters so  that  they  could  live  independent  and 
stabilized  lives. 

This  new  program,  and  the  city's  inter- 
est in  better  monitoring  its  existing  pro- 
grams, are  based  on  the  success  of  the  Pilot 
Emergency  Winter  Shelter  Program  that 


operated  from  December  24  to  January  3. 
Like  that  program,  the  new  satellite  shelters 
would  be  largely  staffed  by  homeless  and 
formerly  homeless  people  from  commu- 
nity-based grassroots  nonprofits.  Currently, 
most  homeless  programs,  especially  those 
with  large  city  contracts,  are  usually  staffed 
by  people  with  little  direct  personal  experi- 
ence of  homelessness  other  than  social  work 
training. 

The  sites  for  the  proposed  shelters 
would  be  scattered  in  neighborhoods  where 
homeless  people  are  concentrated,  as  were 


the  emergency  shelter  sites.  Unlike  the 
three  large  multiservice  centers,  the  satel- 
lite shelters  would  be  limited  to  50  or  100 
people  being  served  at  any  one  time. 

What  surprised  the  Mayor's  Office  was 
how  the  shelter  staff  was  able  to  stabilize 
other  homeless  people  who  had  been  denied 
service  at  other  shelters  for  rule  violations 
or  "were  otherwise  unable  to  access  the 
conventional  shelter  services,"  the  Interim 
Report  stated. 

What  the  Mayor's  Office  discovered 
through  their  experience  with  the  emer- 
gency shelter  program  is  that  some  con- 
tracts have  been  given  to  some  large  agen- 
cies through  a  process  flawed  by  political 
influence  and  bureaucratic  inertia  rather 


than  competitive  effectiveness,  according 
to  sources  within  the  Mayor's  staff  who 
asked  that  their  names  not  be  used. 

To  better  monitor  the  effectiveness  of 
homeless  service  providers,  the  city  wants 
to  set  up  a  new  Advisory  Committee  on 
Contract  Compliance. 

The  contracts  themselves  are  written, 
staffers  have  also  learned,  so  that  some 
nonprofits  are  limiting  their  services  to 
homeless  people  while  contract  dollars  are 
spent  on  expanding  their  agency  adminis- 
trative budgets  and  other  overhead  costs. 
The  Mayor's  Office  is  also  finding 


A  Constant 
Reminder: 

A  continuous 
1  38-hour  vigil 
for  the  1 38 
homeless  people 
who  died 
homeless  in  1992 
ended  with  an 
ecumenical 
candlelight 
service  on  Dec. 
2 1  outside  City 
Hall. 

Photo  Jennifer  Cheek 


that  there  is  no  way  to  determine  the  success 
of  homeless  programs  in  getting  people  off 
the  streets  and  into  housing  because  con- 
tracts are  written  without  requiring  that  fig- 
ure. 

Hedleston  confirmed  that  these  con- 
tracts are  under  review,  stating  that  "we  are 
looking  at  all  nonprofit  homeless  contracts, 
especially  those  who  enjoy  the  largesse  of 
the  city,  to  make  sure  they  are  serving  the 
public  need  and  not  their  private  agenda." 

The  dramatic  discussions  on  homeless 
policy  began  afterCity  Hall  had  unexpected 
problems  with  some  shelter  and  service 
providers  after  the  Mayor  announced  at  a 
December  1 7  press  conference  his  efforts  to 
provide  life-saving  shelter  for  those  at  most 


risk  of  dying  in  the  cold  and  wet  weather. 

The  city  expected  Salvation  Army  to 
play  a  major  role  in  the  emergency  shelter 
program  after  Mayor  Jordan  committed 
$50,000  to  bail  out  Salvation  Army's  56- 
bed  men's  shelter  in  the  Tenderloin.  But 
immediately  after  the  conference,  the  Sal- 
vation Army  told  the  Mayor  that  it  would 
not  play  a  major  role  in  the  helters. 

Caught  by  surprise,  the  Mayor's  staff 
scrambled  to  adjust  their  plans.  They  man- 
aged to  get  the  Salvation  Army  to  supply  hot 
water,  soup,  coffee,  and  condiments  but, 
according  to  the  January  1 2  Interim  Report 
on  the  Emergency  Drop-In  Centers,  "the 
Salvation  Army  did  not  live  up  to  it's  [sic] 
commitment"  and  consequent  "complaints 
to  the  Salvation  Army  were  met  with  si- 
lence." 

Mayor  Frank  Jordan  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Salvation  Army's  San  Fran- 
cisco Central  Adv  isory  Board  for  a  number 
of  years,  although  he  has  not  attended  anv 
meetings  since  he  has  been  mayor,  and  has 
been  past  chairman  ol  their  Harbor  Light 
Advisory  Council,  according  to  Judv 
Vaughn.  Director  of  Community  Relations 
for  the  Salvation  Army. 

Asked  for  comment  on  whether  the 
Salvation  Army  would  still  receive  the 
$50.(KK)despite  its  limited  Emergency  Shel- 
ter role  and  the  negative  Interim  Report  on 
their  performance.  Mayor  Jordan's  Deputy 
Press  Secretary  Staci  Walters  said.  "Until 
the  check  for  Salvation  Army  has  been  cut. 
there  will  be  no  comment." 

The  Salvation  Army  has  confirmed  that 
they  have  not  received  the  $50,000.  pend- 
ing a  letter  showing  where  they  would  ob- 
tain matching  funds,  according  to  Judy 
Vaughn. 

But  sources  within  the  Mayor's  Office 
state  that  their  experience  with  the  Salva- 
tion Army  has  angered  both  Mayor  Jordan 
and  his  staff  handling  homeless  issues. 

It  also  caused  them  to  reassess  how  the 
present  homeless  system  works. 
— Josh  Brandon  was  a  shift  supervisor  at 
one  of  the  shelters  in  the  Mayor' s  Pilot 
Emergency  Winter  Shelter  Program. 


Rediscover  Your  YMCA! 


•Hotel 

Daily  &  Weekly  Rates 

•Seniors  Program 

Fitness  Classes 
Strength  Training 
Language  Lessons 
Monthly  Dances 
Trips 

•Literacy  School 

For  Native  Chinese  and 
Spanish  speakers 
learning  English 

•Cafe  Central 

Serving  Breakfast  and  Lunch 
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Serving  our  Community  for  over  80  years 


Central  YMCA 
220  Golden  Gate 

(@  Leavenworth) 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94102 

(415)  885-0460 


•Fitness  Programs 

Aerobics 
Aquatics 
Cardiac  Therapy 
Weight  Equipment 
Nautilus  &  Life  Circuit 
Volleyball 
Basketball 
Badminton 
Strength  Training 

•Theater 
•Youth  Programs 

After  School  (ages  6-12) 
Tenderloin  Improvement 

Project  (middle  school 

employment  training) 
Gift  It  Gyrlz  (drill  team) 


All  this  and  more  at  your  Community  Center! 


Food  Page 


meal  tichet 


Brother  Juniper's  Restau- 
rant-1065  Sutter  Street.  Now 
reopened  for  lunch,  breakfast 
includes  traditional  and  spe- 
cialty omelettes,  blueberry  pan- 
cakes served  with  real  maple 
syrup,  and  many  specialty 
items.  Lunch  features  large 
sandwiches,  home-made  soups, 
salads  and  desserts.  Price 
range:  $2-$6.  Open  mon.- 
Fri.,7am-2pm,sat.,7am-12:30 
pm.  771-8929 


Dottie's  True  Blue  Cafe  -  522 

Jones  Street.  Dishes  from  scratch 
and  fresh  to  order,  including 
strawberry  pancakes,  yogurt, 
juices,  coffee  and  soup.  Lunch 
specials  offer  pizzas,  pastas  and 
more.  Senior  discount  menu  is 
available  from  9:30am  -  11am. 
Price  range:  $1.25  -  $8.  Open  7 
days,  7  am  -  2  pm.  All  day  break- 
fasts. Sat.  and  Sun.  lunches  from 
11:30  am  -  2  pm  and  breakfast 
from  7am-lpm.  885-2767. 


Due  Ky  Resrurant 

492  Ellis  Street.  A  top  Vote-getter 
in  the  1989  Tenderloin  Times 
resrurant  contest.  Items  include 
catfish  hot  &  sour  soup,  seafood 
fire  pot,  and  barbecued  pork  over 
rice.  Price  range:  $3-  $4.75.  Open 
7  days,  9am-9pm.  928-5188. 


Fancy  Island  -  434  Larkin  St. 
Cafeteria-Style  restaurant 
serv  ing  American  breakfasts  and 
Chinese  lunches  and  dinners. 
Nine  brea  kfast  specials  come  wi  th 
free  coffee  or  tea.  And  steamtable 
Chinese  lunches  come  with  free 
soup  and  jello.  The  most  popular 
dishes  include  Chinese  Spicy 
Mongolian  Beef,  Kung  Pao 
Chicken.  No  MSG.  Price  range: 
$.90-$3.75.  Open  7  days  a  week. 
HoursMon-Fri.,6a.m.-6p.m.;Sat., 
7  a.m.-3:30  p.m.;  Sun.,  8  a.m.-2 
p.m.  771-2739. 


GRAFFICK 
NATWICKS 


0  1  &  2  Color  Printing 

+  Customized  Continuous  Forms 

+   Letterhead,  Envelopes 

&  Stock  Computet  Paper 

0  Business  Cards 

+  Newsletters 

+  Invitations 

+  Copies 

Clark  Natwick.  Owner/Operator 
AFLCIO  Member  40  Years 

w~-  =m 

240  Golden  Gate  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  441-0878 

(Basanmi  of  S.E.LU.  Buildi.g) 


Miu  s  net  in 

the  I  itc  lien! 

by  Tenderloin  Times  staff 

One  could  almost  pass  by  the  small 
storefront  Vietnamese  restaurant  on  Larkin 
Street  as  it  competes  with  a  whole  block 
crammed  with  popular  Vietnamese  eater- 
ies. But  inside,  the  clean,  sparsely  decorated 
restaurant  that  teamed  with  a  mostly  Viet- 
namese clientele,  invited  us  into  Pagolac 
Restaurant  at  655  Larkin  St. 

As  our  group  of  six  settled  at  our  table, 
we  surveyed  the  packed  restaurant  to  dis- 
cover what  those  in  the  know  were  eating. 
Next  to  us.  another  table  of  six  seemed  to  be 
having  a  lot  of  fun  eating  one  of  the  seven 
options  presented  as  Pagolac  s  specialty. 
Seven  Flavor  Beef— "Bo  7  Mon". 

We  chose  No.  3 — Bo  Nuong  1 7 — out  of 
the  seven  flavors  of  beef.  And  we  were 
delighted  when  Pagolac  owner  Dieu  Tran 
brought  a  sizzling  half-moon  grill  to  our 
table  with  a  wonderful  array  of  paper-thin 
beef  studded  with  sesame  seeds  and  a  plate 


full  of  greens  and  cucumbers.  With  chop- 
sticks in  hand,  we  lay  the  ingredients  on  the 
griddle  until  the  meat  cooked  to  perfection. 
Then  we  raided  a  plate  full  of  colorful 
greens  including  two  kinds  of  mint,  bean 


Fancy  Island 


Cafeteria-Style 
Resturant 


picy  food 


Open  7  Days  A  week 
434  Larkin  St      (415)  771-2739 


of  imperial  rolls  to  the  more  unique  items 
such  as  their  appetizer  Bo.  Tom  Muc  Nuoni> 
Vi — grilled  beef,  shrimp,  and  squid  with 
vegetables. 

We  enjoyed  the  grilled  beef  roll  in 
aromatic  leaf:  No. 
6 — Banh  Hoi 
Nem  Nuong —  on 
the  menu  which 
was  like  a  thumb- 
size  meatloaf 
wrapped  in  a 
grape  leaf.  At 
$4.75  it  was 
slightly  more 
money  than  the 
average  rice  dish 
at  Pagolac  which 
went  for  $3.50. 
but  it  was  worth 
the  price  for  its 
deiicateness  and 
unique  flavor. 

We  also  tried 
five  spite  chicken 
and  sauteed 
thicken  with 
snow  peas,  but 
they  couldn't 
compete  with  the 
higher  priced  No. 
6  or  the  Seven 
Flavor  beet. 
Which  at  $9.95  a 
person  was  more 
costly  but  every 
bit  worth  it  for  its 


Photo  :  Jennifer  Cheek 


Pagolac  Owner  Dieu  Tran 


sprouts  and  lime  to  add  crunch  and  exotic 
flavor  to  the  miniature  "burrito"  we  created 
in  the  provided  transluscent.  rite  flour  pan- 
cakes. 

The  other  items  on  the  menu  we  chose 
we  ordered  almost  by  randomly  passing  our 
finger  over  the  diverse  menu  that  featured 
your  commonplace  Vietnamese  appetizer 


flair  and  festiveness. 

The  Pagolac  Vietnamese  restaurant  is 
certainly  WOIth  a  special  visit.  Most  times 
its  lunch  crowds  testify  to  its  popularity, 
although  our  party  of  six  was  seated  right 
away  and  treated  to  friendly  and  attentive 
service.  Hours  are  10:30a.m.- 1 0p.m..  seven 
days  a  week. 


Churches  of  Christ, 
Scientists 
in  San  Francisco 


All  are  welcome  to 
attend  a  neighborhood 
Christian  Science 
Church  any 
Sunday 

California  and  Franklin  Sts  11AM 

655  Dolores  St.  (English)  10:30AM 

655  Dolores  St.  (Spanish)  9:00AM 

1250  Haight  St  11AM 

300  Funston  Ave.  (at  clement)  10AM 

450  0'Farrell  St  HAM 

175junipero  Serra  Blvd. ..HAM  &  8  PM 
3030  Judah  St.  at  36th  Ave....  10:30AM 

We  Teach  the  Ever-Avallablllty 
of  Spiritual  Healing 


"  stwll  to  where  gentle  people  serve  a  Jull  breakfast,  heavy  on 
heoUhy  grains  and  especially  tasty  wufflns..."  ^  ^ 


Junipetftf 
ts'taunant 


1065  Sutler  Street 
SF.  CA  94109 


Hours 

Mon.  -  Fri.  7ajn.-2pjn. 
Breakfast  and  Lunch 
Sat.  7am.  -  12:30  p.m. 
Breakfast  Only 


TcL  (415)  771-8929 

Inquire  about  Senior  Resident  Discount 
•Proceeds  help  support  Raphael  House  Family  Shelter.  


Oilc  Ky  Restaurant 


We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  •  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  #  CW<*en  5313(1 

Nha  hang  chung  toi  co  nhieu 
mon  an  Hoa  va  Viet  nhu: 

•  Hu  tilu  hay  mi  seafood  •  l^au  seafood 

•  Hu  tieu  hay  mi  xao  thap  cam  •  Com  xudn  bi  cha 


ft* 


•  Canh  chua  ca  bdng  lao 

•  Ca  kho  to 

•  Tom  rang  mufti 


i  Bun  cha  gio  thit  niidng 

•  G&i  sda  t6m 

•  Goi  ga  xe  phay 


vnattBamsiuiiyvSa  w  ifjajpv^aasin: 

•svtnn  (cuss  stiAnditinxix 


tnJUSSiaifilS  Sti  (VVSUSUS8 

491  ELLIS  STREET' 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


*  urn  fun  mum 

Open  Daily:  9:00  a.m. -9:00  p.m. 

(415)928-5188 
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FOCUS  ON  HIV/AIDS 


Budget  Axe  May  Fall  on 
Tenderloin's  Health  Outreach  Team 


by  Barbara  Ferry 

The  City's  AIDS  office  has  decided 
to  discontinue  its  contract  with  the 
I  lealth  Outreach  Team,  a  health  and 
social  services  agency  which  serves  the 
Tenderloin  and  south  of  Market  areas,  ac- 
cording to  the  team  s  director.  Geoff  re\ 
Froener. 

The  tour  person  team,  which  runs  a 
drop-  in  clinic  at  25  Taylor  Street,  received 
$122,000  from  the  city  last  year  to  serve  a 
target  population  of  IV  drug  users  at  high 
r i  s k  of  A I DS  and  t  u  be rc  u  I os  i  s .  The  con t  r ac  t 
is  due  to  expire  in  May.  Froener  said. 

Tom  Calvanese.  manager  of  the  Am- 
bassador Hotel,  a  SRO  at  55  Mason  St.. 
where  75  of  the  1 50  residents  have  AIDS  or 
AIDS-related  diseases,  said  the  team  has 
served  many  residents  for  years. 

"They  have  the  most  effective  approach 


to  outreach  in  the  Tenderloin."  Calvanese 
said.  They  don't  sit  in  their  offices  waiting 
tor  people  to  come  to  them. 

The  health  care  of  the  hotel  's  residents 
could  be  jeopardized  if  the  Team  is  forced  to 
discontinue  its  services.  Calvanese  said. 
"It's  easy  if  you're  a  bureaucrat  to  say.  'the 
clients  can  get  the  services  elsewhere.'  But 
(the  Team)  has  followed  people  for  years. 
It  s  not  easy  to  establish  that  kind  of  trust 
with  the  people  we  deal  with." 

The  Team  appealed  the  AIDS  office's 
decision  to  the  HI  V  Planning  Council,  which 
has  reopened  the  case,  according  to  Froener. 
The  Team  collected  letters  from  the  Ten- 
derloin residents  in  support  of  its  appeal. 

"I'm  Carl  Simmons  and  I  am  sick  with 
AIDS.  I  don't  get  around  very  well...  Don't 
hurt  me  and  others  like  myself  who  need  the 
help  I  get  from  this  team."  said  one. 

The  City's  AIDS  office  was  unavail- 
able for  comment. 


Once  A  Killer,  TB  Now  100 
Percent  Curable 


b>  Gordon  Keefer 

Don't  be  fooled  or  scared  by  the  statis- 
tics and  stories  surrounding  the  disease  tu- 
berculosis. I  can  tell  you  right  now — the 
good  news,  the  bottom  line  heart  of  the  story 
about  tuberculosis  in  San  Francisco,  is  that 
it  is  100  percent  curable. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the  war  against 
this  disease  is  over  and  that  the  enemy  is 
conquered. 

There  are  over  100  counties  in  the 
United  States  where  TB  has  become  an 
increasing  public  health  risk.  San  Fran- 
cisco, especially  the  Tenderloin  and  down- 
town area.*,  is  one  of  them. 

The  Tenderloin  shares  with  these  coun- 
ties a  number  of  common  problems  that 
allow  TB  to  persist  despite  its  near  eradica- 
tion in  the  '50s:  limited  heath  care,  poverty, 
substandard  housing,  homelessness.  sub- 
stance abuse,  and  HIV  infection. 

But  my  experience  also  shows  that  it  is 
easily  cured  here,  even  though  the  Tender- 
loin has  had  one  of  the  highest  rates  of  TB 
infection  in  the  country. 

I  became  another  San  Francisco  TB 
statistic  when  I  was  diagnosed  this  past 
May.  Mine  was  a  "new  case"  because  I  had 
never  had  this  disease  before,  and  so  I  filled 
out  forms  collecting  data  for  race.  age.  in- 
come, and  address,  among  other  factors. 

How  was  my  case  discovered?  It  began 
for  me  five  years  ago  when  city  public 
health  officials  cooperated  with  my  em- 
ployer, the  Saint  Anthony  Foundation,  after 
a  case  of  active  TB  was  found  in  their 
women's  shelter  at  45  Jones.  St.  Anthony's 
Medical  Clinic  then  conducted  systematic- 
skin  testing  for  TB  of  all  those  men  who  run 
the  dining  room,  used  during  the  night  as  a 
women's  shelter,  and  all  those  who  receive 


room  and  board  at  St.  Anthony's. 

I  had  a  roommate  at  Seton  Hall  whose 
positive  skin  test  indicated  a  TB  infection, 
the  first  stage  of  which  has  few  conclusive 
symptoms.  He  was  later  confirmed  by  chest 
x-ray  to  have  entered  TB's  second  and  ac- 
tive stage,  but  my  skin  tests  remained  nega- 
tive. A  year  later,  however,  prudent  re- 
testing  led  to  my  own  diagnosis  of  active 
TB. 

I  have  been  pronounced  clear  and  free 
of  this  disease  because,  as  an  outpatient  for 
the  past  six  months,  I  undertook  as  treat- 
ment a  relatively  easy  regimen  of  daily  pill 
taking.  Free!  No  charge!  Gratis! 

Not  only  do  I  no  longer  have  the  dis- 
ease. I  am  now  virtually  immunized  against 
catching  it  ever  again. 

How  are  we  doing  in  San  Francisco  ? 
For  the  last  year  or  so,  San  Francisco  has 
successfully  treated  90  percent  of  its  "new" 
cases  of  TB. 

But  what  makes  a  treatment  success- 
fur.'  After  a  patient  completes  a  six-month 
regimen  of  daily  pill  taking,  he  or  she  is 
virtually  cured.  Yet  ten  percent  of  new 
cases  simply  split  or  grow  overconfident 
and  quit  their  pill-taking  regimens  prema- 
turely, and  so  are  not  considered  medically 


Quart  Jin 

Heating  Arts  Center 

A  Nonprofit  Clinic  Offering 
Acupuncture  &  Herbs  for 

•  Menopause 
•Smoking  Cessation  •  HIV 
•  PMS  •  Chronic  Hepatitis 
MediCal  •  Insurance  •  Sliding  Scale 
Call  (415)  861-4964  for  appointment 
1748  Market  Street  in  S.F. 

TMT.  CW&TJiJO'JiCHfT&S'L  <M?L'DlCi?& 


We 
otter 
African 
American 
and 
Multi-Ethnic 
Groups 

625  OTARRELL 

STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


TENDERLOIN    AIDS    RESOURCE  CENTER 
EDUCATING,  EMPOWERING  AND  SUPPORTING 
PEOPLE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 
COUNSELING  SERVICES,  CASE  MANAGEMENT  AND  ON-GOING 
SUPPORT  GROUPS  ADDRESS  THE  FOLLOWING  ISSUES; 

HIV 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
TRANSGENDER  CONCERNS 
187  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE.    SF.  CA     94102     (415)  673-5442 


Special  Events  Calendar 


The  following  events  were  compiled  by 
Ozzie  Santiago,  a  Community  Health 
Oui reach  Worker  at  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 

Re  source  Center.  If  you  would  like  to  sec 
your  events  listed  in  your  calendar,  con- 
tact Ozzie  at  43 1 -7476  at  least  three 
weeks  he/ore  the  month  of  the  event 

HIV-AIDS  Calendar 

Feb.  3rd  ,  2pm-4pm 

"Transgender  HIV  services  coalition" 
Addresses  the   issues  of  serving 
transgender  people  in  our  community. 
1 87  Golden  Gate  Ave.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  Dominique  at  43 1  -7476. 

Feb.  14 ,  8pm-lam 

"In  the  name  of  love" 

A  Fundraiser  for  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 


Resource  Center.  At  the  Pleasuredome, 
1 77  Townsend  @  3rd.  advance  tickets  on 
sale  for  $5.  For  more  information,  call 
Ozzie  at  431-7476. 

Feb.  27  ,  <)um-l  pm 

"Outreach  workers  training  for  volun- 
teers" Sponsored  by  B.A.H.S.E.S.  and 
E.A.C.H.  At  631  OTarrell  St..  2nd  fir. 
For  more  information,  call  Dakota  at  749- 
6714. 

Feb.  28 ,  10pm-??? 

"The  Rubber  Club,  starring  Tita  Ida" 
Live  Show,  contest,  safe  sex  demonstra- 
tions. Presented  by  the  Asian  AIDS 
Project  at  the  In  Touch  Bar.  1 548  Polk  St. 
$2.  All  proceeds  benefit  the  Asian  AIDS 
Project.  For  more  information,  call 
Dominic  at  227-0946. 


cured  and  immune. 

It  means  that  our  city  public  health 
officials  have  been  systematically  and  ener- 
getically keeping  better  track  of  our  TB 
patients.  They  have  persuaded  most  to  stick 
to  their  prescribed  treatment  until  they  are 
cured  and  can  no  longer  infect  others. 

Even  though  our  infection  rate  may 
now  be  high,  the  promise  for  the  future  is 
that  in  the  Tenderloin  and  other  pockets  of 
the  city  TB  may  be  becoming  a  reduced 
public  health  risk. 


treatment. 

But  I  would  suggest  that  City  Hall  look 
at  the  successful  pilot  programs  in  Denver 
and  New  York  beforejailing  the  sick.  Those 
cities  have  converted  federally-owned  va- 
cant buildings  into  shelters,  where  food  and 
treatment  for  homeless  people  are  provided 
for  six  months.  The  shelters,  in  poor  neigh- 
borhoods with  high  rates  of  TB.  have  also 
become  community  information  and  test- 
ing centers  for  those  who  are  housed. 

More  federal  dollars  for  such  facililies 


"There  are  over  100  counties  in  the  United  States  where  TB  has 
become  an  increasing  public  health  risk.  San  Francisco,  especially  the 
Tenderloin  and  downtown  areas,  is  one  of  them." 


However,  some  health  officials  in  San 
Francisco  express  concern  over  reports  of 
multiple-drug-resistant  strains  of  TB  found 
in  New  York  and  other  cities,  as  well  as  in 
the  home  countries  of  some  of  our  recent 
immigrants. 

Some  hospitals  in  such  large  cities  as 
Boston.  New  York  and  Los  Angeles  have 
dusted  off  old  turn-of-the-century  laws, 
when  TB  was  rampant  and  deadly,  to  forc- 
ibly detain  contagious  people  who  refuse 


would  provide  more  homeless  shelters  and 
relieve  the  unhealthy,  overcrowded  ones 
we  have  today. 

The  successful  treatment  of  my  TB 
shows  that  this  disease  can  be  easily  stopped, 
one  case  at  a  time.  I  hope  Tenderloin 
residents  and  leaders  start  to  talk  with  city 
public  health  officials  to  persuade  them  to 
follow  the  examples  of  Denver  and  New 
York  to  help  hundreds  of  patients  who  need 
help  now  and  will  be  at  risk  in  the  future. 


To  All  Gay  and  Bisexual 
Men  Who  Have  Not  Taken  the 
HIV  Antibody  Test . . . 


Think  About  it. 


T 


If  you  test  positive,  you  have  medical  choices.  Treatments  that  may  slow 
or  prevent  HIV-related  illnesses;  Tests  to  measure  how  your  immune  sys- 
tem is  working;  Experimental  drug  trials. 

Free,  anonymous  or  confidential  testing  is  provided  by  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Public  Health.  You  also  receive  free  education, 
counseling  and  referrals.  To  make  an  appointment  /In  Spanish  or  English/ 
for  testing,  call  621  -4858. 

For  more  information  /In  Spanish,  English,  or  Filipino/,  call  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  Foundation  Hotline  at  1  -800-367-2437 


/ 

Furaj.no  provided  by  the  San  Francoco  Department  o'  Pub*:  Healtn  and  foundation  corporate  and  individual  donation* 
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Get  Tested  and  Get  Early  Treatment  for  HIV 

Call  800  367-2437  ♦ 
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Black  Soldiers  Battled  on  Two  Fronts  in  Vietnam 


l>\  Michael  Guyton  with  Julie  Scheff 

The  first  thing  Frank  Newsome  did 
when  he  came  back  from  the  war  in 
Vietnam  in  1967  was  burn  his  pho- 
tos that  showed  him  with  his  platoon,  many 
Of  whom  were  killed  in  suicide  missions 
they  were  sent  on  by  their  commanding 
Officers.  He  also  threw  away  his  National 
Defense  Medal,  his  combat  fatigues  and 
anything  else  that  reminded  him  of  Viet- 
nam. 

Newsome.  like  many  other  black  Viet- 
nam veterans,  was  trying  to  forget  not  only 
the  routine  killing  ot  women  and  children 
and  other  civilians  that  every  other  Vietnam 
veterans  had  to  face,  but  also  the  Catch-22 
ot  being  black  and  lighting  that  war. 

"Black  soldiers  felt  that  they  were  in 
the  war  fighting  for  freedom  and  democ- 
racy for  the  Vietnamese  people  when  it  was 
being  denied  to  blacks  at  home.*-  said  Maceo 
May .  who  flew  bombing  missionsover  Viet- 
nam and  now.  through  his  work  at  the  vet- 
erans' rights  organization  Swords  to  Plow- 
shares, helps  Vietnam  veterans  cope  w  ith 
their  ow  n  Vietnam  War  experiences. 

At  Swords  to  Plow  shares.  May  sees  the 
veterans  the  war  chewed  up  and  spit  out. 
many  of  whom  once  lived  on  inner  city 
streets  just  blocks  away  from  the  residential 
treatment  program  May  runs  out  of  a  hotel 
on  McAllister  Street. 

Swords  to  Plowshares,  a  veteran-run 
advocacy  organization,  was  established  in 
1974  to  help  returning  soldiers  cope  with 
the  transition  to  civilian  life.  They  have 
long  challenged  the  Department  of  Veter- 
ans Affairs  (VA — formerly  the  Veterans 
Administration)  to  develop  a  more  compre- 
hensive treatment  program.  In  1988.  as  a 
result  of  a  10-year  battle  with  the  VA. 
Swords  to  Plowshares  put  together  a  transi- 
tional residency  program  tor  veterans  that 
combined  job  training,  housing,  and  drug 
treatment. 

Because  the  war  and  its  aftermath 
treated  black  veterans  in  particularly  un  just 
ways,  black  veterans  now  are  dispropor- 
tionately represented  on  inner  city  streets 
across  America.  Fortunately.  Swords  to 
Plowshares  has  been  able  to  make  a  signifi- 
cant step  in  successfully  treating  vets  through 
May's90-day  residential  treatment  program. 
But  there  aren't  enough  of  these  programs. 
In  San  Francisco,  there  are  now  20  slots  for 
treatment  for  a  homeless  veteran  population 
of  3.500.  With  the  help  of  a  VA  grant. 
Swords  to  Plowshares  will  also  soon  be 
opening  housing  for  an  additional  1 6  home- 
less veterans.  Statewide,  only  about  100 
slots  are  open  for  a  population  of  some 
60.000  homeless  veterans. 

To  advise  the  new  Clinton  Administra- 
tion on  how  to  help  end  the  war  for  African- 
American  and  other  Vietnam  veterans. 
Maceo  May  flew  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
this  past  January.  May  recommended  that 
the  VA  devote  more  resources  to  commu- 
nity-based programs  that  could  help  heal 
the  war  wounds  of  many  veterans. 

He  also  advocated  that  the  VA  launch 
a  recruitment  drive  to  bring  more  therapists 


of  color  onto  the  staff  of  the  V  A. 

I  he  Human  I  <»u  oi  Cultural 
Misunderstandings 

For  1 0  years  the  V  A  failed  to  recognize 
the  common  problem  of  Post  Traumatic 
Stress  Disorder,  the  therapeutic  term  for 
shell  shock  which  plagued  veterans  of  color 
at  alarming  rates.  For  this  reason  and  others, 
many  Veterans  of  color  were  misdiagnosed 
and  became  alienated  from  the  VA. 

"A  lot  of  veterans  will  come  out  and  tell 
you  that  I  got  this  diagnosis  that  said  that 
I'm  sch  i  ZOphre  nic  and  t  here  t  ore  I' m  era/  y ," 
said  May.  "But  there  are  some  incidences 
w  here  black  veterans  have  been  able  to  go  to 
minority  counselors  who  have  been  able  to 
help  them  work  through  some  of  that  and 
help  them  see  that  the  real  pathology  was  a 
result  of  their  Vietnam  experience." 

To  recruit  more  black  therapists.  May 
advises  the  VA  to  set 
up  a  recruitment  pro- 
gram similar  to  one  al- 
ready instituted  for 
nurses  and  not  to  msisi 
that  practitioners  have 
a  doctorate.  "Because 
of  the  lack  of  educa- 
tional opportunities, 
you  are  not  going  to  see 
a  lot  of  black  Ph.D.s 
out  there.  When  the  V  A 
consistently  requires 
that  you  be  a  Ph.D.  to 
provide  therapy,  then 
you  are  not  going  to 
see  a  lot  of  black  clini- 
cians." 

Newsome  credits  an 
African -American  psy- 
chiatrist at  the  VA  for 
helping  him  finally  to 
get  a  handle  on  the 
war's  impact  on  his  life 
that  for  10  years  kept 
him  drug  addicted  and 
living  on  and  off  the 
streets. 

"I  am  very  pleased 
with  the  substance 
abuse  PTSD  program 
run  by  a  very  brilliant 
African  American." 
said  Newsome.  Dr. 
Wesley  Clark  of  the 
Fort  Miley  VA  Hospi- 
tal was  one  of  the  first  people  who  recog- 
nized that  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disorder, 
with  its  symptoms  of  hallucinations  and 
flashbacks,  work  together  with  the  sub- 
stance abuse  that  plagued  him  and  many 
other  veterans.  "For  so  long,  the  VA  said 
that  either  you  have  PTSD  or  you  have  a 
drug  problem.  Dr.  Clark  "treats  them  as 
interconnected."  said  Newsome. 

May  welcomes  the  work  of  Clark,  and 
pushes  the  VA  to  continue  to  increase  its 
representation  of  people  of  color  among  its 
therapists.  He  emphasizes  that  much  of  the 
therapy  practiced  now  by  the  VA  is  not 
relevant  to  the  lives  and  experiences  of 
veterans  of  color. 

"When  you  are  in  a  standard  therapy 
session,  you  have  to  admit  that  you  are 


powerless."  said  May.  "Well,  black  people 
have  felt  powerless  all  of  their  lives,  so  what 
we  have  to  do  is  reinforce  their  ability  to 
take  control  of  their  lives."  It  is  an  approach 
that  May  has  used  over  the  past  lour  years  to 
help  137  homeless  veterans  to  yet  off  the 
street,  off  crack,  heroin,  and  alcohol,  and 
into  housing  and  jobs. 

Thai  sense  of  powerlessness  and  the 
blatant  racism  of  the  w  ar  resulted  in  blacks 
and  Latinos  having  the  highest  rates  of 
PTSD.  A  study  by  the  national  Research 
Triangle  Institute  released  in  1 990  on  Viet- 
nam veterans  and  PTSD  found  that  Latino 
veterans  had  the  highest  incidence  of  the 
syndrome  (23  percent),  and  black  veterans 
were  second  (20  percent). 

PTSD:  One  Indication  of  the 
Racism  of  the  War 
The  disproportionate  number  of  Afri- 
can-American 
and  Latino  sol- 
diers with  PTSD 
reflects  the  par- 
ticulardifficulties 
they  faced  both 
during  the  war 
and  upon  return- 
ing home  to  the 
U.S. 

"A  lot  of  times 
your  enemy  was 
your  so-called 
comrade  in 
arms."  remem- 
bers 46-year-old 
Frank  Newsome. 
who  served  one 
year  in  the  South 
Vietnamese  vil- 
lage of  Tav  Ninh. 
"You  had  a  lot  of 
people  involved 
with  the  KKK  and 
the  Aryan  Broth- 
erhood, and  a  lot 
of  these  people 
were  in  leader- 
ship positions." 
said  Newsome. 
"They  openly  dis- 
played racist  in- 
signia which  in- 
cluded the  rebel 
flag  and  the  swas- 
tika." 

Newsome 's experience  parallels  May's 
and  that  of  many  other  black  vets.  "There 
was  a  lot  of  racism  in  Vietnam  which  was  an 
incredibly  confusing  situation,  when  you 
think  about  your  butt  being  out  there  in  the 
middle  of  the  rice  patty  on  the  line,  sacrific- 
ing your  life,  and  when  the  firefight  is  over 
and  things  quiet  down,  you've  got  to  con- 
front someone  who  is  just  as  dangerous," 
said  May. 

"Everybody  had  a  gun  over  there  and 
tempers  flared  and  people  got  angry  around 
racial  issues.  Then  you  were  just  two  sec- 
onds from  another  fight  to  the  death.  Often- 
time,  it  was  a  matter  of  soldiers  standing 
each  other  off  with  an  M- 1 6.  but  it  didn '  t  go 
any  further." 

Many  African-American  soldiers 


Photo  Jennifer  Cheek 
Frank  Newsome  in  from  of  the  Civic  Center 
Residence,  where  he  lives. 


started  using  drugs  to  medicate  their  pain 
from  the  intensity  of  their  experience  in 
Vietnam.  Others  organized  rebellions.  In 
response,  the  military  built  a  prison  to  incar- 
cerate soldiers  who  they  fell  were  trouble 
makers. 

More  than  50  percent  of  those  incarcer- 
ated in  the  Long  Vinh  jail  were  minority. 
After  a  riot  burned  the  jail  to  the  ground,  the 
military  started  to  dole  out  a  huge  number  of 
discharges,  which  would  release  a  soldier 
from  the  military,  but  unbeknownst  to  the 
veteran,  their  discharge  papers  would  have 
a  special  code  on  them. 

"Any  employer  reading  that  code  w  ould 
understand  that  this  person  was  a  misfit, 
that  he  had  been  classified  as  such."  said 
May.  Black  veterans  received  about  37  per- 
cent of  the  bad  discharges — 300.000  out  of 
a  total  of  800.000.  which  was  three  times 
their  representation  in  the  war. 

There  were  also  three  times  as  man) 
fighting  and  dying  on  the  frontlmes.  The\ 
comprised  30  to  35  percent  ot  the  frontline 
combat  soldiers. 

Coming  back  to  the  U.S..  African- 
American  veterans  experienced  an  unem- 
ployment rate  about  double  that  of  the  popu- 
lation as  a  whole.  Even  when  veterans  were 
able  to  find  employment  or  go  back  to 
school,  the  trauma  they  faced  during  the 
war  followed  them  home.  They  were  plagued 
by  nightmares  and  flashbacks  of  their  war 
experience.  Many  veterans  experienced 
hallucinations. 

It  was  those  flashbacks  and  hallucina- 
tions that  got  Newsome  into  some  trouble 
after  coming  home  to  South  Central  Los 
Angeles. 

Newsome  remembers.  "Prior  to  me 
going  into  the  service  I  never  had  an  assault 
case  brought  against  me  before,  but  by 
1969.  a  year  after  I  had  been  released  from 
the  service.  I  had  at  least  three  assault  and 
battery  charges  against  me.  I  began  to  hallu- 
cinate. 1  began  to  hibernate  and  my  memory 
was  shot.  It  scared  the  living  daylights  out 
of  me.  The  only  thing  I  knew  at  the  time  is 
that  it  had  something  to  do  with  Vietnam." 

Newsome  tried  many  times  to  get  help 
for  his  condition  f  rom  the  VA.  but  it  wasn't 
until  1980  that  it  officially  recognized  his 
war  trauma  as  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Syn- 
drome. 

Between  1967  and  1980,  Frank 
Newsome  bounced  from  job  to  job  and 
school  to  school.  Each  time  he  tried  to  put 
his  life  together  the  symptoms  of  PTSD 
would  reoccur,  and  everything  would  spin 
out  of  control. 

"In  1976.  1  went  to  the  VA  hospital 
again  and  this  time  I  was  allowed  to  see  a 
psychiatrist.  1  think  at  the  time  he  gave  me 
some  Valium.  Besides  the  drugs  1  was  using 
on  the  streets,  I  was  being  given  prescrip- 
tion drugs  which  made  my  problems  worse. 
I  used  the  GI  bill  to  take  up  an  apprentice- 
ship in  San  Mateo  county.  This  was  an 
attempt  to  try  once  again  to  put  my  life 
together.  I  stayed  with  that  until  1980,  but  I 
just  blew  the  cork  again.  I  wasn't  able  to 
concentrate.  I  wasn't  able  to  remember," 
states  Newsome. 

continued  on  next  page 


**Geoffrey  Houston  will  read  his  historical  poems  on  Feb. 
1-7:15  p.m.  at  The  Luggage  Store,  1007  Market  St.** 


An  Ode  to  Toussaint  L '  Ouverture 
An  Ode  to  Toussaint  L '  Ouverture 
Who  fought  the  'European, 
And  the  freedom  that  he  did  secure, 
Which  shook^the  CarriBean. 
Of  L '  Ouverture 's  wise  Brilliance, 
And  of  others,  like  0(igaud, 
Of  their  daring  and  resUience, 
Is  the  reason  for  this  ode. 
'Rugged  and  hard- Bitten 
triumphant  everywhere, 
He  battered  Spain  and 'Britain, 
When  he  fought  for  0(pBBespierre. 


'But  Thermador's  reaction, 
AndBrumaire 's  coup  d'etat, 
(Deposed  1(pBBespierre  s  faction, 
And  dispatched  an  Armada. 
Thirty  Thousand  troops, 
Comprised  the  expedition, 
But  Toussaint  s  army  groups, 
'Destroyed  them  through  attrition. 
With  rifles  on  their  shoulders, 
Toussaint 's  troops  kept  marching 
Like  an  avalanche  of  Boulders 
Under  tropic  sunlight  parching. 


The  Haitian  slave  revolt, 
Against  9{apoleon  the  first, 
Was  like  a  thunderBolt, 
forth  from  which  flames  did  Burst. 
Across  the  Haitian  island 
Was  9{apoleon  Blown  apart. 
In  the  valley  and  the  highland, 
Toussaint  trounced  Bonaparte. 
(Muskets  Barked  and  Blazed, 
The  (French  army  was  mauled. 
Their  Barracks  Burned  and  razed, 
Their  Bodies  strewn  and  sprawled! 


'Partisan  guerrillas, 

And  regular  Battalions, 

A  t  tacked  $ rench  forts  and  vUlas, 

While  charging  on  their  stallions 

9{apoleon 's  force  du  frappe, 

(Had  at  last  Been  Bested, 

Like  rats  caught  in  a  trap. 

from  Haiti  they  divested. 

Diplomacy 's  abuse, 

Is  how  Toussaint  was  caught. 

Coded  to  (France  to  sign  a  truce, 

To  prison  he  was  Brought. 

Qeoffrey  Houston 


r 


tos  she 

did  of  these  two  men  in  the  Western  Addition.  Jones  said  that  her  sequence 
was  about  the  shame  black  people  havebeen  taught  to  feel  about  their  hair 
that  leads  some  black  men  to  wear  hats.  After  making  her  acquaintance, 
the  two  men  took  their  hats  off. 


BLACK  HISTORY  CALENDAR 

February  5 

Portrero  Neighborhood  Theatre  presents  "Street  Sounds"  and  "The  Burial  of  Preju- 
dice" directed  by  Ed  Bullins  and  Jonal  Woodwards  in  honor  of  Black  History  Month  at 
8  p.m..  953  DeHaro  St.  (Runs  Feb.  6  &  7)  Call  (415)  822-7898  for  more  info 

February  10 

"Lift  Every  Voice  Series"  presented  by  the  Lorraine  Hansburry  Theatre  celebrating 
African  American  History.  The  production  has  expanded  to  feature  New  Voices—  a 
showcase  of  three  new  plays  (The  Shoebox,  Heaven's  Hold  and  Indigo  Lady)  Lorraine 
Hansberry  Theatre,  620  Sutter  St.  (Feb  1 0th-  28th)  Call  (4 1 5)  474-8800  for  more  info 

February  13 

African  American  doll  making  at  Glide  Church,  330  Ellis  St..  11  a  m -4  p.m.  If 
interested,  call  Joyce  Hayes  by  Feb  10  at  771-3724. 

February  18 

Film  program  in  honor  of  Black  History  Month  for  ages  6  &  older. "  Aretha  Franklin,  Soul 
Singer"  and  "Malcom  X:  Struggle  for  Freedom"  in  the  Children's  Department  of  the 
Main  Library  3  30pm  Call  (415)  557-4554  for  more  info. 

February  21 

Yolanda  Rhodes  will  share  her  talents  as  a  storyteller,  dancer  and  singer  that  reflect  her 
African-American  culture  at  the  Morrisson  Auditorium  of  the  California  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park  Free  with  museum  admission.  Call  (41 5)  750-7145  for 
more  info 

Commemorate  the  Assassination  of  Malcom  X  with  an  original  one-woman  perfor- 
mance tackling  the  issues  of  racism,  rape  &  revolution  with  homeless  activist  Salima 
Rashida  at  the  "Y"  Theatre,  Central  YMCA,  220  Golden  Gate  Ave  A  documentary 
video  of  Malcom  X,  will  also  be  screened,  followed  by  a  discussion  and  refreshments. 
6  30  p.m.  $5  donation.  Call  (41 5)  885-0460  for  more  info 

Youth  debate  and  discussion  about  the  life  and  times  of  Malcolm  X  Youth  who 
participate  will  receive  a  free  ticket  to  see  the  movie  Malcolm  X.  Glide  Church,  Room 
209  at  11  30  a  m 

February  27 

Celebrate  Black  History  Month  with  the  Wajumbe  Children's  Cultural  Ensemble  in  the 
Children's  Department  of  the  Main  Library  2pm  Call  (415)  557-4554  for  more  info. 

February  28 

"  The  Black  Girl  in  Search  of  God:  In  East  Oakland"  work  done  under  development  by 
Oakland  teenagers  in  a  modern  adaptation  of  George  Bernard  Shaw's  witty  1932 
novella, "  The  Adventures  of  the  Black  Girl  in  Search  of  God "  at  the  Explontorium,  360 1 
Lyon  St  Call  (415)  563-7337  for  more  info 

Art  and  Music  Festival  at  Glide  Church's  Freedom  Hall,  330  Ellis  St,  10  a  m  -3  p  m  A 
presentation  of  art  done  by  African. American  children  five  to  16  years  old.  Submit 
artwork  by  February  21  to  Joyce  Hayes.  Glide  Church. 


Feeling  Under  Seige 


continued  from  page  I 

"But  we  know  they  wiped  them  off  the 
map  like  it  was  nothing." 

A  Question  of  Fire  or  Hope 

There  is  a  kind  of  quiet  rage  among 
many  of  those  interviewed.  It  seems  to  be 
the  type  of  anger  fueled  by  frustration  over 
a  lack  of  power  to  change  the  way  things 
are,  an  anger  that  knows  one's  fate  is  seem- 
ingly predetermined. 

"We  are  angry,  but  what  can  we  do 
about  it,"  said  Jackson,  the  former 
autoworker.  Vietnam  soldier,  and  crack 
dealer.  He  added  that  there  was  little  he 
could  do  because  "I  'm  not  going  to  go  back 
to  nobody's  penitentiary." 

But  others  believe  that  the  African- 
American  community  shares  an  open  secret 

Black  Vietnam  Vets 

continued  from  page  8 

Finally  in  1981,  a  judge  sentenced 
Newsome  to  one  year  in  the  V  A  hospital  for 
assaulting  a  police  officer.  Even  though  the 
VA  recognized  Newsome's  war  trauma  as 
legitimate,  they  hadn't  as  yet  developed  a 
program  to  deal  with  the  specific  needs  of 
veterans  suffering  from  PTSD. 

Newsome  moved  to  San  Francisco  in 
1 987  to  live  with  his  uncle  who  happened  to 
live  right  across  the  street  from  the  Swords 
to  Plowshares'  office.  Newsome  began  to 
drop  in  at  Swords  and  made  some  progress, 
but  he  later  had  a  relapse.  Newsome  remem- 
bers, "I  had  one  of  my  flashbacks  while  at 
Swords.  It  was  brought  on  by  my  hostility 
directed  towards  people  in  authority  or 
people  who  I  thought  were  trying  to  take 
authority.  A  lot  of  people  in  my  unit  were 
killed  or  wounded  based  upon  people  in 
command  making  decisions  based  upon  their 
own  personal  motives  instead  of  consider- 
ing the  safety  of  the  men.  Any  time  a  trigger 


with  the  rest  of  America  that  will  soon  be 
very  public  and  very  painful. 

"America  Knows,"  said  David 
Robinson.  "They  just  don't  want  to  look  at 
it,  but  they  know  it's  going  on.  When  blacks 
realize  what's  going  on.  we'll  have  race 
riots  like  the  U.S.  has  never  seen.  It  will  take 
something  to  spark  it.  Like  Rodney." 

Some  interviewed  see  some  promise  in 
the  Man  from  Hope,  Arkansas,  President 
Clinton.  Although  he  has  already  appointed 
several  African  Americans  to  high-profile 
positions  in  his  administration,  that  hope  is 
tempered  by  a  wait-and-see  attitude. 

"Clinton  has  talked  about  racial  heal- 
ing," said  civil  rights  attorney  Patterson.  I 
hope  he  can  remember  that  element  of  his 
campaign." 

— Rattany  Hon  contributed  to  this  report. 

was  pushed  in  my  mind.  I  would  be  flushed 
with  anger  and  rage  about  authority.  It 
would  be  a  flashback  from  Vietnam. 

"I  had  a  physical  confrontation  with 
one  of  the  workers  at  Swords  and  was  sub- 
sequently barred  from  the  place.  But  I  made 
some  friends  at  Swords  and  they  were  con- 
cerned about  me." 

Eventually  in  1991,  Newsome  entered 
the  transitional  housing  program  where  he 
kicked  his  drug  and  alcohol  habit.  He  also  at 
this  time  began  to  attend  therapy  session 
with  Dr.  Clark,  the  African  American  psy- 
chiatrist at  Ft.  Miley  VA  Hospital. 

"When  I  walk  down  the  street.  I  see 
people  suffering  from  the  lost  American 
dream."  said  Newsome.  "When  I  see  them. 
I  see  myself  because  until  several  years  ago, 
I  was  there  with  them  doing  the  drugs, 
drinking  the  alcohol  and  surviving  on  the 
street.  The  first  thing  you  must  do  is  arrest 
alcohol  and  drug  addiction.  Until  you  can 
put  that  in  check,  it's  impossible  to  address 
any  of  the  other  issues  because  the  alcohol 
and  drugs  cloud  up  everything." 


Howtofrnd 
an  affordable 

home  loan 
that  can  open 
a  lot  of  doors. 


At  Citibank,  we  know  that  homeownership 
is  a  vital  part  of  the  American  dream.  We  also 
know  that  finding  the  right  home  loan  is  as 
important  as  finding  the  right  house. 

That's  why  we  offer  more  kinds  of  mortgages, 
with  more  options,  than  most  other  lenders. 
We  specialize  in  opening  the  door  to  afford- 
able home  financing,  based  on  your 
individual  financial  situation. 

The  way  we  look  at  it,  one  of  our  primary 
responsibilities— to  you  end  the  communities 
we  serve— is  to  create  an  opportunity,  where 
perhaps  there  was  none  before. 

So  call  a  Citibank  Mortgage  Office  soon 
to  let  us  know  how  we  can  help.  Remember, 
we'd  like  you  to  think  of  Citibank  as 
opportunity  knocking. 


CITIBANKS 


MORTGAGE  OFFICES 
Northern  California:  Oakland  (510)  271-8558  •  Sacramento  (916)  484-6911 
Son  Francisco  (415)  922  1190  •  Son  Jose  (408)  453-1350 
Southern  California:  Corona  (714)  371-7206  •  Los  Angeles  (310)  3121560 
Orange  (714)  634-0931  •  Pasadena  (818)  796  8700  •  Torrance  (310)  375-0055 


LENOER    ©  1992  Citibank.  Federal  Savings  Bank  -  FOIC  Insured  •  Certain  revrMlons  may  apply 
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for  parent/  O  kid/ 

February  21 

Yolanda  Rhodes  shares  her 
talents  as  a  storyteller,  dancer, 
and  singer.  Rhodes'  selections 
reflect  her  African-American 
culture  in  a  variety  of  musical 
styles,  including  spirituals, 
blues,  jazz,  and  rock  &  roll  at 
the  California  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Morrison  Audito- 
rium at  1  p.m.  Free  with 
musuem  admission. 

February  26 

All  Star  Basketball  Game  7-9 
p.m.  at  Kezar  Pavilion.  $1 .50 
for  students  with  a  student 
body  card  and  $2  general 
admission.  For  more  info.,  call 
292-2008. 

February  16 

"Self-Esteem:  Remem- 
bering to  Love  Yourself" 
join  other  single  parents 
in  a  support  group  at 
Everett  Middle  School, 
room  115.  Refreshments 
and  childcare  are  pro- 
vided. 6:30pm  Call  (415) 
469-4795  for  more  info 


February  4 

"Concert  with  Conversation" 
join  the  Community  Music 
Center  with  an  hour  long 
performance  featuring  Max 
Roach  acclaimed  percussionist 
and  composer.  This  concert 
will  be  informal  with  a  ques- 
tion and  answer  period  fol- 
lowed by  a  reception.  544 
Capp  St.  Call  (41 5)  647-6015 
for  more  info.  (First  come  first 
served!)  FREE 

February  10 

Hospitality  House  Gallery  Reception  for 
the  Art  Department  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  Crocker  Galleria,  50  Post  St.  5- 
7pm. 

February  11 

From  Kampuchea  to  Eddy  Street— A  reception  for  the 
eight  Cambodian  American  artists  involved  with  the 
Cambodian  Contemporary  Art  Project  from  4  p.m. -7 
p.m.  at  the  Luggage  Store,  1007  Market  St.  Call  255- 
5971  for  more  info.  Exhibit  will  run  from  February  1 1 
to  March  6. 

February  13 

Sixth  Annual  San  Francisco  Tribal  and  Folk  Art 
Show  at  the  Herbst  Pavilion,  Fort  Mason  Cen- 
ter. Show  features  pre- 1940  museum  quality 
art  and  artifacts  from  around  the  world 
1 1  am-8pm.  (Also  open  Feb.  1 4)  Call  (41 5) 
775-0991  for  more  info.  $6  general  admission 


%  ■ 
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Young  Audiences 
presents  Dimensions 
Dance  Theatre  at 
the  Oakland 
Musuem  Sunday. 
Februaruy  21,  at  2 
p.m.  Through  music 
and  dance,  Dimen- 
sions traces  the 
roots  of  African 
American  culture, 
presenting  tradi- 
tional African 
dances  as  well  as 
contemporar 
choreography  to 


February  5 

Bingo  for  Seniors  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  Senior  Center,  6101 
Fulton  St.  Call  (415)  666-7015 
for  more  info 

February  23 

"Special  Services  For  Grandpar- 
ents Raising  Children"  come  give 
and  receive  the  support  of  other 
Grandparents  at  Everett  Middle 
School,  room  1 1 5.  6:30  p.m.  Call 
(41  5)  469-4795  for  more  info. 


— Calendar  compiled  by  Moki  Eitz 


Va5K 

It's  the  radio  station 
your  mother  always 
warned  you  about. 

( And  if  that's  not  a  good  enough  reason  to  listen,  nothing  is.) 
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"I  can't  believe  I  did  it  " 
I  made  my  own  funeral  arrangements 
and  paid  for  it  in  full. 

I  chose  cremation  with 
a  funeral  scattering  at  sea. 
My  Neptune  Society  Membership  Card 
ensures  my  services  and  my  peace  of  mind. 

I  never  worry, 
"  What  will  happen  to  me  when  I  die?  " 

That  decision  and  choice  are  made. 

Neptune  Society 

cremation  &  memorial  services 

2740  Hyde  Street,  #100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
(415)  771-0717 


n 


YES!  I  want  information  about  membership. 


Name: 


Address: 
City:  


State: 


Zip: 


Phone: 
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Chevron  Tops  It  Off  in  Your  Neighborhood 


1  Gas  Auto  Service 

Daniel  Powell 
6000  Geary  Blvd 
San  Francisco.  CA  94121 
(415)  750-0111 

2  Gas  Auto  Service 

APSI 

1288  19th  Ave. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94122 

(415)  73-T-1044 


3  Gas  Auto  Service 

Currie  s  Automotive.  Inc. 

1890  19th  Ave. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94122 

(415)952-6661 

4  Gas  Mini  Mart 

Curries  Automotive.  Inc 
1100  Jumpero  Serra 
San  Francisco.  CA  94132 
(415)  952-6661 

5  Gas  Auto  Service 

ChansAmenca  Ent,  Inc. 
301  Claremont 
San  Francisco,  CA  94127 
(415)  753-9552 


Gas  Auto  Service 

Gerald  L  Meyers 
1 799  Ocean  Ave 
San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
(415)334-1353 

Gas  Auto  Service 

Alemany  Chevron  Service 
2998  San  Jose  Ave 
San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
(415)585-0775 


8  Gas  Auto  Service 

Petroleum  Ventures  Inc. 
3675  Geary  Blvd. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 
(415)  570-7714 

9  Gas  Auto  Service 

HIGA  Chevron 

798  Stanyan  St. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94117 

(415)  386-9802 

10  Gas  Auto  Service 

Bart  Shum 
1698  Fell  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 
(415)  921-8188 


11  Gas  Convenience  Store 

Keet  Nerhan 
5098  Mission  St 
San  Francisco.  CA  94112 
(415)  726-4402 

12  Gas  Auto  Service 

Marina  Chevron  Service  Center 

2301  Lombard  St 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 

(415)931-3721 


13  Gas  Auto  Service 

Pacific  Heights  Chevron 
2500  California  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 
(415)  567-1136 

14  Gas  Auto  Service 

Castro  Street  Chevron 
2399  Market  St. 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
(415) 621-2570 

15  Gas  Car  Wash 

Helen  &  Ken  Burger 
4285  Mission  St 
San  Francisco.  C A  94 1 1 2 
(415)  586-7271 


16 

Gas  Mini  Mart 

21  Gas  Mini  Mart 

26  Gas  Auto  Service 

William  Currie 

Diane  Currie 

Canadian  American 

1598  Bay  St. 

1198  Valencia  St 

2400  San  Bruno  Ave 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

San  Francisco  CA  94105 

(415)  952-6661 

(415)952-6661 

(415)  467-9123 

17 

Gas  Auto  Service 

22  Gas  Auto  Service 

27  Gas  Auto  Service 

Stanley  Lew 

Canadian-American  Oil  Co. 

Patrick's  Chevron 

1790  Lombard  St 

DBA  Mission  Chevron 

101  Bayshore  Blvd 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 

3400  Mission  St 

San  Francisco.  CA  94124 

(415)  922-4922 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  826-7290 

(415)  252-1185 

18 

Gas  Auto  Service 

23  Gas  Auto  Service 

28  Gas  Car  Wash 

Currie  s  Automotive.  Inc 

Dan  Powell 

C  &  P  Service.  Inc. 

2465  Van  Ness  Ave 

6901  Geary  Blvd 

2  Bay  St 

San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

San  Francisco.  CA  94121 

San  Francisco.  CA  94133 

(415)  952-6661 

(415) 221-2189 

(415) 391-4138 

19 

Gas  Max!  Mart 

24  Tire  Store 

29  Gas  Car  Wash 

APSI 

Larry  Barrett.  Inc. 

C&PService.  Inc. 

1501  Van  Ness  Ave 

Larry  Barrett  Tire 

90  Broadway  St 

San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

1280  Howard  St 

San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

(415) 441-3518 

San  Francisco.  CA  94103 

(415)  989-5053 

(415)431-6064 

20 

Gas  Car  Wash 

25  Gas  Auto  Service 

30  Gas  Only  Self  Service 

Petroleum  Sales.  Inc 

John  Hou 

APSI 

Automotive  City 

302  Potrero  Ave 

1000  Harrison  St. 

501  S  Van  Ness  Ave 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)626-1129 

(415)  863-3001 

(415)  861-7380 

Chevron 


Brought  to  You  by  Your  Neighborhood  Chevron  Dealers 
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On  these  two  Cambodian  pages  arc  stories  concerning  the  future  of  Cambodia's  first  free 
elections,  which  are  scheduled  for  May  1993.  Page  12  carries  an  Ask  the  People,  asking  local 
Cambodians  how  they  feel  about  the  upcoming  elections. 

Below  are  some  of  the  stories  carried  on  these  pages. 

Peacekeepers  attacked 

On  December  3 1 ,  intense  shelling  by  Khmer  Rouge  units  forced  45  UNTAC  personnel 
into  bunkers  in  Sicm  Reap  province.  After  negotiations  with  Khmer  Rouge  officials,  a 
temporary  ceasefire  was  called  allowing  the  36  Bangladeshi  peacekeepers  and  nine 
Cambodian  staff  to  be  airlifted  to  Siem  Riep  town. 

UN  officials  characterized  the  attack  as  a  "deliberate  shelling  of  military  and  electoral 
people."  There  was  no  government  military  post  in  the  vicinity  and  there  was  no  return  fire. 
This  is  the  largest  UNTAC  force  evacuated  so  far,  and  the  first  time  UN  officials  have 
suggested  the  Khmer  Rouge  were  directly  attacking  peacekeepers  on  the  ground.  The 
Khmer  Rouge  called  reporting  of  the  attack  "deliberately  slanderous  and  ill-intentioned 
propoganda. 

Khmer  Rouge  Blamed  in  Attack  on  Village 

Khmer  Rouge  Guerillas  are  being  blamed  for  the  massacre  of  villagers  in  Kampong 
Chhang  Province.  'Twelve  of  the  14-including  six  females  and  six  males — were  ethnic 
Vietnamese.  Two  of  the  victims  were  Cambodian  men  and  it's  not  known  if  they  were  targed 
or  killed  accidentally/'  said  a  UN  spokesman.  One  more  Vietnamese  child  died  30 
Decmeber  bringing  the  death  toll  to  1 5.  "The  (Khmer  Rouge)  elements  arrived  in  two  boats, 
split  into  two  groups,  asked  the  villagers  to  identify  the  Vietnamese,  and  those  identified 
were  summarily  executed,"  he  said.  Thirteen  other  villagers  were  also  wounded  in  the  attack. 

— Indochina  Digest,  January  8. 1993 
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MUNG 


Mua  Xuan  voi  mu6n  hoa  dua  no  la  mua  tugmg  tnmg  cho  m6t  sir  khoi  cfau  tot 

dep  va  tran  (fey  hy  vong. 


Nhan  dip  cfau  mua  xuan  va  Tet  Nguyen  Dan  c6  truyen  ciia  ngucri  Viet  Nam,  AT&T  chan  thanh  kmh  chuc  quy 

vi  mot  nam  mai  an  khang,  thinh  vuong,  va  van  sir  nhu  y. 


Mong  rang  tir  y  nghia  thien  lieng  ciia  ngay  Tet,  nhung  lai  chuc  chan  thanh  cua  AT&T  se  mang  lai  cho 
quy  vi  mot  nam  mai  that  tot  dep  nhu  hinh  anh  rue  ra  cua  dau  mua  xuan  Quy  D&u. 


AT&T  cung  tin  rang,  vcri  nhung  dich  vu  goi  vi€n  lien  hoan  hao  ciia  chung  toi,  nam  Quy  D$u  1993  se  la 
nam  ma  nhip  cau  tri  am  ciia  quy  vi  v6i  moi  nguoi  than  tra  nen  (fay  y  nghia  va  d£  dang 

thuc  hien  nan  bao  gift  het. 


De  biet  ro  them  chi  tiet  dich  vu  ciia  vi£n  lien  AT&T,  xin  goi  chung  toi  theo  so  mien  phi: 
1  800  833-0520  ext.  404  (Tieng  Viet)    1  800  523-9675  ext.  4395  (Tieng  Anh). 


AT&T 


o  M&Y  1993 
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VIETNAMESE 
COMMUNITY  NEWS 


LANH  DAO  TRONG  C6NG  DONG  NGU6  Vl£T 


Phong  sU  cua  Tran  Hoai  Belc 

Cong  Dong  Vict  Nam  tai  Cuu  Kim 
Son  da  thanh  lap  duoc  mot  vai  to  chuc 
chu  yeu,  vai  mot  the  he  moi  duoc  sinh 
ra  va  Ion  len  a  day,  dong  thai  cung  da 
dua  duoc  mot  ngudi  My  goc  Viet  dau 
tien  ra  tranh  cii  tren  chinh  truong.  Mac 
du  vay,  ngUdi  Viet  cam  thay  r«ing  con 
rat  nhieu  viec  phai  lam  de  cho  tieng  ndi 
cua  cong  dong  co  trong  ludng  han. 

Anh  Huynh  Thien,  chii  nhan  cua  td 
tuan  bao  Mo  dUa  ra  mot  nhan  xet  cung 
giong  nhu  nhan  xet  ciia  nhieu  nguoi 
Viet  Nam  khac:  "Hien  tai  chi  co  lanh 
dao  cua  nhijfng  nhom  nhd:  nhuiig  lanh 
dao  ton  giao,  nhtfng  ngudi  dii'ng  dau 
nhtfng  doan  the  nhu  la  Hoi  Phu  Huynh 
va  Giao  Chuc  Viet  Nam,  Hoi  Trudng 
Lao,  va  hoi  tuong  tra  cua  nhung  ciiu  si 
quan  HO.  NhUng  cdng  dong  Viet  Nam 
tai  thanh  phoCUu  Kim  Son  van  chua  co 
lanh  dao  thuc  thu."  Anh  Huynh  Thien, 
dai  dien  Hoi  TrUdng  Lao,  da  cung  vdi 
sau  ngudi  khac  dung  ra  thanh  lap  Hoi 
Quan  Viet  Nam  vaongay  1  thangGieng 
nam  1993  nham  phuc  vu  qui  dong 
hUong  va  phat  trien  cong  dong  vdi 
nhung  dich  vu  nhu  la  tim  cdng  an  viec 
lam,  co  van  phap  ly,  day  Anh  ngu  cho 
ngudi  ldn  va  Viet  ngu  cho  tre  cm. 

Hau  het  nhung  ngUdi  Viet  dUoc 
phdng  van  deu  quan  tarn  den  viec  duoc 
chung  kien  cdng  dong  Viet  Nam  co  mot 
tieng  noi  manh  me  hon  ve  mat  chinh  tri. 
Nhung  moi  nguoi  to  ra  qua  ban  rdn  vdi 
cudc  song,  kho  ma  co  thi  gio  suy  nghi  ve 
viec  doan  ket  nhtfng  cU  dan  Viet  Nam 
trong  khu  Tenderloin  cung  nhu  la  tren 
toan  thanh  pho. 

Theo  anh  Vuong  Van  Truong,  mot 
nhan  vi£n  bao  ve  52  tudi  thi:  "ChUa  co 


mot  ngUdi  Vict  Nam  nao  du  sue  dung 
ra  lam  mot  lanh  tu  thuc  su.  Con  nhtfng 
ngudi  ma  da  co  ten  tudi  thi  qua  xa  rdi 
quan  chung  cho  nen  ho  gidng  nhu'  la 
nhtfng  manh  beo  trdi  dat  day  do  ma 
khdng  the  nao  bam  re  vao  cdng  dong." 

De  nghi  mot  giai  phap  cho  van  de 
nay,  Muc  su  Samuel  Hien  Ong  cua  Hoi 
Co  Doc  Truyen  Giao  Lien  Hiep  phat 
bicu:  'Chtfa  cd  su  lien  hiep  nao  ca  va 
cho  den  nay  van  chua  cd  mot  co  hoi  phu 
hop  cho  tat  ca  nhtfng  doan  the  khac 
nhau  hop  lai.  Chung  ta  rien  thanh  lap 
mot  moi  day  lien  lac  de  noi  lien  nhtfng 
nhtfng  nhom  nay  va  mot  nguoi  nao  do 
nen  de  nghi  mot  cudc  hop  de  thanh  lap 
mot  uy  ban  lanh  dao  cdng  dong." 

Theo  Muc  sU  Samuel  thi  mot  ngudi 
Viet  Nam  co  ten  tuoi  va  cd  kha  nang 
thuc  hien  dieu  nay  la  dng  Vu  Due 
Vuong,  giam  doc  cua  CSEARR.  Nhieu 
ngudi  Viet  Nam  hanh  dien  la  dng  Vuong 
da  co  lan  ra  tranh  cii  cho  mot  ghe  cua 
Ban  Giam  Sat.  Mac  du  dng  Vuong  bi 
that  bai,  nhieu  ngUdi  dong  y  rang  do  la 
mot  no  lUc  dang  khen. 

Nha  tho  Luu  Hy  Lac  ciia  Tenderloin 
cd  y  kien  rang  nhieu  ngUdi  dan  ti  nan 
phe  binh  CSEARR  la  vi  khi  ho  tim  den 
nhung  dich  vu  cua  td  chuc  nay,  ho  ludn 
ludn  phai  dong  le  phi.  Tuy  nhien,  anh 
Luu  Hy  Lac  cung  ndi  them  la  anh  hy 
vong  trong  tUong  lai  se  cd  "nhieu  ngUdi 
khac  cung  chiu  kho  dan  than  nhu  la  dng 
Vuong,  san  sang  ra  tranh  cii  de  cho 
nhung  chinh  tri  gia  Hoa  Ky  se  phai  chu 
y  den  cdng  dong  Viet  Nam  nhieu  han." 

Anh  Tran  Tony  ,  hai  muoi  sau  tudi, 
nhan  vien  phat  trien  ciia  Asian  Law 
Caucus,  cd  gang  giai  thich  tai  sao  cd 
nhieu  nguoi  khdng  may  quan  tarn  den 
su  lanh  dao  ciia  cdng  dong.  Anh  Tony 


Vietnamese  Leaders  Take  Root  in  America 

In  Hac  Hoai  I  ran 


The  Vietnamese  community  in  San 
Francisco  has  been  able  to  establish  some 
key  institutions  now  that  a  new  generation 
has  been  bom  and  raised  here,  even  launched 
the  first  Vietnamese  American  to  run  for 
political  office.  Despite  this,  some  Viet- 
namese living  in  the  Tenderloin  and  in  San 
Francisco  feel  much  work  is  still  to  be  done 
to  make  the  new  Americans'  voices  count. 

"There  are  only  leaders  of  small  groups: 
religious  leaders,  heads  of  such  organiza- 
tions as  the  Vietnamese  PTA.  the  Elders 
Association,  a  support  group  of  former  army 
officers  who  recently  emigrated  to  the  U.S. 
through  a  joint  resettlement  program  be- 
tween the  Vietnamese  and  American  gov- 
ernments called  the  HO  program.  "  said 
Thien  Huynh.  owner  of  the  Vietnamese 
weekly  Mo  magazine,  echoing  the  senti- 
ments ol  many  Vietnamese. "  But  the  Viet- 
namese community  in  San  Francisco  still 
does  not  have  any  recognized  leaders." 

Most  of  the  Vietnamese  interviewed 
are  not  indifferent .  even  though  they  appear 
too  busy  earning  a  living  to  think  about 
uniting  Vietnamese  in  San  Francisco  . 

According  to  Truong  Vuong.  a  52- 
year-old  security  officer,  "No  Vietnamese 
has  been  able  to  establish  himself  as  a  true 
leader.  As  for  those  who  have  been  able  to 
establish  a  name  for  themselves,  they  are 
entirely  removed  from  the  grassroots,  so 
they  are  more  like  flotsam  floating  here 
and  there  without  being  able  to  take  roots  in 
the  community." 

Reverend  Samuel  Hien  Ong  of  the 
Christian  Missionary  Alliance  proposed:  " 
We  should  form  a  liaison  that  can  link  all  the 
various  groups  and  someone  should  sug- 
gest a  conference  be  held  to  establish  a 
committee  that  can  lead  the  community." 

In  the  reverend's  view,  one  prominent 
Vietnamese  now  in  a  good  position  to  do 
this  is  Vu-Duc  Vuong,  director  of  Center 
for  Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Resettlement 
(SEARR). 

Many  Vietnamese  are  proud  of  the  fact 
that  he  once  ran  for  a  place  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  as  America's  first  Vietnamese 
American  to  run  for  political  office.  Al- 
though he  was  defeated,  many  readily  agree 
Vuong  made  a  valiant  effort. 


Poet  Lac  Hy  Luu  who  lives  on  Jones 
Street  in  the  Tenderloin  said  that  many 
refugees  are  critical  of  CSEARR  because 
when  they  have  gone  for  services  they  have 
always  had  to  pay  fees.  Luu  added,  how- 
ever, he  hopes  that  in  the  future  there  will  be 
"more  self-assertive  people  like  Mr.  Vu. 
ready  to  run  for  office.,  then  American 
politicians  will  have  to  pay  more  attention 
to  the  Vietnamese  community." 

Twenty-six-year-old  Tony  Tran  of 
Asian  Law  Caucus  explained  why  people 
do  not  care  much  about  leadership  for  the 
community.  He  said:  "The  problem  is  there 
is  a  lack  of  motivation  because  these  people 
still  have  fear  in  their  minds."  said  Tran. 
pointing  to  the  fear  and  suspicion  people 
learned  from  surviving  the  Vietnam  war. 
"They  must  push  the  past  back  because  this 
is  a  barrier  that  makes  them  hesitant  about 
getting  involved." 

It  is  essential  that  the  Vietnamese  have 
leadership  so  it  can  represent  their  interests 
in  City  Hall  and  in  the  mayor's  office.  "It 
will  be  just  a  matter  of  time  now.  consider- 
ing the  fact  that  10  years  ago  there  were  not 
any  organizations  for  the  Vietnamese  and 
now  there  have  been  a  few."  Nonetheless. 
Tran  urges  Vietnamese  "not  to  take  things 
for  granted,  not  to  believe  that  with  time 
there'll  be  leadership.  We  must  try  to  get 
the  message  out  to  the  people  now." 

The  existing  grassroots  organizations 
such  as  CSEARR  and  the  Vietnamese  Youth 
Development  Center  "represent  a  certain 
amount  of  leadership  within  the  Vietnam- 
ese community,  but  there  is  a  lack  of  visibil- 
ity." said  Tony  Tran.  "As  a  result,  there  is 
a  lack  of  information  about  services  avail- 
able, and  people  learn  of  them  by  word  of 
mouth  only." 

Ngoc  Anh  Thi  Ngo.  44-year-old  owner 
of  the  Imperial  Market  on  Ellis  Street, 
pointed  out.  "People  are  too  busy  pursuing 
their  own  interests  in  order  to  secure  a  good 
future  for  their  own  children  and  grandchil- 
dren. They  do  not  help  each  other  out.  They 
do  not  unite.  Many  have  become  Ameri- 
canized. For  example,  they  have  learned 
not  to  lift  someone  who  has  fallen  because 
they  do  not  want  to  get  into  trouble.  There- 
tore,  each  person  goes  his  or  her  own  way. 
This  is  very  sad." 

conl i lined  next  page 


cho  bict:  "Van  de  la  d  cho  con  thieu 
dong  lUc  thuc  day  bdi  vi  ho  van  con  bi 
am  anh  bdi  ndi  so  hai."  Anh  Tony  nhac 
den  noi  so  hai  va  sU  ngo  vUc  ma  nguoi 
Viet  mang  trong  long  sau  Chien  Tranh 
Vict  Nam.  "Ho  phai  quen  di  qua  khu  vi 
do  la  mot  sU  can  trd  lam  cho  ho  ngan 
ngai  khdng  mudn  tham  gia." 

Theo  y  kien  cua  anh  Tony  thi  ngUoi 
Vict  rat  can  phai  co  su  lanh  dao  la  vi  cd 
nhu  vay  nguyen  vong  cua  ngUoi  Viet 
mai  cd  tieng  ndi  tai  City  Hall  va  trong 
van  phong  cua  dng  thi  trUdng.  "Bay  gio 
chi  con  la  van  de  thai  gian  ma  thdi  khi 
chung  ta  lUu  y  den  su  kien  rang  each 
day  mUoi  nam  ngudi  Viet  chua  co  mot 
doan  the  nao  vay  ma  bay  gid  da  co  mot 
vai  to  chuc  roi."  Tuy  nhien,  Tony  thuc 
giuc  ngUoi  Vict  "khdng  nen  coi  bat  cu 
chuyen  gi  la  mot  le  duong  nhien,  khdng 
nen  tin  rang  cu  chd  di  roi  se  cd  lanh 
dao." 

Anh  Tony  noi  tiep  rang  nhtfng  to 
chuc  quan  chung  nhu  la  CSEARR  va 
Trung  Tarn  Phat  Trien  Thanh  Thieu 
Nien  Viet  Nam  (VYDC)  "cung  phan  nao 
dai  dien  cho  su  lanh  dao  trong  cdng 
dong  ngudi  Viet,  nhung  thieu  su  ra 
mat.  Hau  qua  la  khdng  co  su  thong  tin 
ve  nhung  dich  vu  san  co  va  ngudi  ta  chi 
biet  den  nhtfng  dich  vu  do  qua  su  truyen 
khau." 

Chi  Ngo  Thi  Ngoc  Anh,  44  tuoi,  chu 
nhan  ciia  Imperial  Market  tren  dudng 
Ellis,  chi  rd  cho  thay  la:  "Moi  ngudi  qua 
ban  rdn  theo  duoi  nhtfng  lam  an  rieng 
cua  ho  de  bao  dam  duoc  mot  tuang  lai 
MOI  sang  cho  con  chau  ciia  ho.  Ho 
khdng  j*iup  do  lan  nhau.  Ho  khdng 
doan  ket.  Nhieu  ngudi  da  theo  My  roi. 
Chang  han  nhu  la  ho  hoc  rang  khdng 
nen  do  mot  ngudi  bi  nga  vi  co  the  bi  rac 
rdi.  Do  do  dudng  ai  nay  di.  Dieu  nay  rat 
la  dang  buon." 


CHON  LANH  DAO 

Nhung  ngUoi  duoc  phdng  van  da 
neu  ten  nhieu  nhan  vat  khac  nhau  co 
kha  nang  lanh  dao  cdng  dong  sau  nay. 

Anh  Viiong  Van  Trudng,  hien  cU 
ngu  trong  Tenderloin,  neu  len  anh  Ly 
Tdng  la  mot  phi  cdng  moi  day  da  budc 
mot  chiec  phi  ca  bay  tren  vom  trdi 
Saigon  va  rai  truyen  don  thuc  giuc  nguoi 
dan  mien  Nam  noi  len  chdng  lai  chinh 
quyen cdng san.  Anh  Truong  cung  nhu 
nhieu  ngUoi  Viet  Nam  khac  coi  anh  Ly 
Tdng  nhu  la  mot  lanh  tu  vi  anh  la  nguoi 
vua  co  tai  vua  co  due  va  de  dang  gianh 
dUoc  sU  ung  ho  cua  dong  bao. 

Nha  tho  LUu  Hy  Lac  cua  khu  Ten- 
derloin neu  danh  dng  Vu  Minh  Thieu 
lam  vice  trong  van  phong  cua  luat  su 
Vu  Ngoc  Trac  va  bac  Tran  Joe ,  truoc  kia 
tung  la  phong  vien  cua  to  bao  Tender- 
loin Times  va  la  mot  nhan  vien  xa  hoi  ky 
cuu  giup  do  nguoi  ti  nan  trong  van  de 
tai  dinh  cd.  Theo  anh,  day  la  nhung  vi 
lanh  dao  cd  kha  nang  vi  cd  the  thay  mat 
cdng  dong  de  trinh  bay  mot  each  manh 
me  nhung  nguyen  vong  cua  nguoi  dan 
trUdc  dng  thi  trudng  va  City  Hall. 

Anh  Tran  Tony,  mot  cii  dan  ciia  khu 
Tenderloin,  thay  chi  Nguyen  Zoon,  mot 
phu  ta  lap  phap  cua  Giam  Sat  Vien 
Roberta  Achtenberg,  "la  mot  nguoi  cd 
kha  nang  lanh  dao  vi  chi  Zoon  co  mot 
sue  thu  hut  manh  liet.  Chi  Zoon  cung 
con  cd  kha  nang  hdi  nhap  vao  ddi  song 
My.  Chi  Zoon  cung  da  ra  mat  nhieu 
trong  cdng  dong." 

Anh  Huynh  Thien,  ngudi  cho  xuat 
ban  to  tuan  bao  Md,  neu  danh  cu. 
Nguyen  Van  Phung,  84  tudi  va  hien  nay 
la  chu  tich  ciia  Hdi  Trudng  Lao  va  Hdi 
Quan  Viet  Nam,  nhu  la  mot  vi  lanh  dao 
cua  cdng  dong  ngUdi  Viet.  Ngoai  nhu  ng 
thanh  tich  khac,  cu  Phung  da  giup  day 
manh  ngdn  ngCf  va  van  hoa  nUdc  Viet 
bang  each  sang  lap  truong  Viet  Ngu  Au 
Co,  khdi  dau  tai  khu  Tenderloin  each 
day  vai  nam. 


CAREER  RESOURCE  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 
655  GEARY  ST.,  SF,  CA  94102 
(415  )  775-  8880 

Tre  con  co  the  di  hoc  trtfdng  mien  phi  ve 
Computer  Program  6  khu  Tenderloin  sau  khi  ra 
trUdng. 

Tre  con  nao  di  hoc  tu  lop  3rd  -  5th,  co  thich 
hoc  computers?  Neu  co,  tre  con  nam/nu  co  the 
toi  ghi  ten  6  tai  Trung  Tarn  Lam  Viet  6  khu  Ten- 
derloin, sau  khi  ra  truong. 

Di  ley  giey  ghi  danh  6  tai  655  Geary  Street 
hoac  goi  lien  lac  so  775-8880  voi  hoi  nguoi  6  hang 
xom.  Truong  trinh  bat  dau  tu  thang  tarn  ngay  bay 
tay  3  gio'  chieu  (8/7/93  at  3  P.M.) 
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NAM  QUI  DAU  TLfNG  B0NG  TRfiN  LARKIN  ST. 


Phong  sir  cua  Alethea  Yip 
Tran  Hoai  B^c  dich 

Co  khoang  15.000  nguoi  tham  du 
Hoi  Tet  Tenderloin  thudng  nien  to  chuc 
tren  ducmg  Larkin  vao  ngay  18  thang 
Gieng  vtfa  qua  khi  nhtfng  tuan  le  ngap 
mu"a  vtfa  nhudng  end  cho  mot  bau  trdi 
trong  xanh.  Sudt  ngay  hom  do  khach  du 
hoi  dung  xep  hang  cho  lay  que  xin  xam, 
treem  ngdi  chat  cung  tren  nhungchuyen 
xe  UYa  lan  banh  doc  theo  duong  Larkin, 
va  nhung dam  dong  tu  tap  truoc  nhung 
quay  hang  cua  Sprint  va  AT&T  de  cho 
goi  dien  thoai  mien  phi  ve  Viet  Nam  va 
nhung  niioc  khac. 

Ong  Vu  Due  Vuong,  giam  doc  cua 
Trung  Tarn  Tai  Dinh  Cu  Nhung  Nguoi 
Ti  Nan  Vung  Dong  Nam  A  (CSEARR), 
mot  trong  nhung  nhan  vat  chinh  yeu 
dung  ra  to  chuc  Hoi  Tet,  nhan  dinh 
khdltg  nhung  ve  su  may  man  ve  thoi 
tiet  ma  ca  su  may  man  la  Hoi  Tet  Ten- 
derloin trung  lap  voi  ngay  sinh  cua 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Cong  dong  Tenderloin  an  Tet  mot 
tuan  le  truoc  ngay  dau  nam  chinh  time 
la  ngay  23  thang  Gieng.  "  Chung  tdi 
mudn  noi  lien  cong  dong  ti  nan  voi 
Phong  TraoQuyen  Loi  Cua  Nguoi  Dan 
de  xay  dung  mot  lien  minh  giua  nhung 
cong  dong  bi  ap  buc.  Chung  ta  can  nhac 
nho  chinh  minh  ve  nhung  thanh  qua 


cua  phong  trao  nay  va  khong  nen  coi  do 
la  nhting  thanh  qua  tu  nhien  ma  cd 
duoc." 

Sonny  Le,  phdi  hop  vien  cho  nhCmg 
chudng 
trinh  dac 
biet  cua 
CSEARR 
noi  rang 
du  la  troi 
de  doa 
m  u  6  n 
mua.nam 
nay  la 
nam  co 
nhieu 
t  h  u  o  n  g 
gia  tham 
du  nhat. 
A  n  h 
Sonny 
n  h  a  n 
dinh  ve 
Hoi  Tet 
nhu  sau:  " 
Chung  tdi 

da  tro  thanh  mot  dinh  che  nan  hoi  tai 
Cuu  Kim  Son." 

Anh  Sonny  noi  them  rang  mdi  khi 
khu  Tenderloin  duoc  len  bao,  thi  thuong 
do  la  nhung  bai  viet  ve  nhung  ke  budn 
ban  ma  tuy  va  nan  mai  dam,  nhung  Hoi 
Tet  da  thav  ddi  dieu  nay. 


"Hoi  Tet  nay  dem  lai  cho  cu  dan  6 
day  mot  niem  tif  hao  va  sii  gan  bo,  dong 
thoi  cung  giiip  cho  rat  nhieu  ngUOi  ciing 
co  them  ban  nga  Viet  Nam  cua  ho  " 

Ong  VUong 
cung  noi 
them:  "Hoi  Tet 
nay  quan  trong 
doi  voi  nhung 
nguoi  My  gdc 
Viet  la  vi  ho  nho 
que  huong  vao 
dip  Tet,  von  di  la 
mot  trong  nhung 
ngay  le  lac  quan 
trong  nhat." 

Anh  Nguyen 
Van  Bay,  48  tuoi, 
mot  nhan  vien 
khieng  vac  cua 
khach  san  Hyatt 
cung  nghi  nhu 
vay  "  Tet  nam  o 
trong  tim,  nhung 
(hom  nay)  khi  toi 
nghe  nhac  toi 
chanh  nho  den  que  huong."  Anh  Bay 
van  con  gia  dinh  d  Viet  Nam  noi  rang 
anh  hy  vong  se  duoc  an  Tet  nam  tdi  tai 
que  nha. 

I  luynh  Lan,  20  tuoi,  dang  theo  hoc 
tai  City  College,  cho  biet: "  Tet  la  mot 
khoang  thoi  gian  danh  cho  gia  dinh  va 


Two-y  ear-old  Jimmy 
Quack,  above,  nestles  to 
his  mother's  side  as 
firecrat  Jeers  explode 
After  their  martial  arts 
demonstrations ,  members 
of  Mr.  Louie  's  Kung  Fu 
Studio,  left,  parade  down 
Larkin  Street  in  traditional 
dragon  costumes 

Photos  by  Jennifer  Cheek 

Hinh  tren  la  em  Quach 
Jimmy,  hai  tuoi,  nep  vao 
me  khi  nhin  phao  no. 
Hinh  ben  trai  la  nhung 
hoi  vien  cua  Kung  Fu 
Studio  mua  lan  tren 
duong  Larkin  sau  man 
bieu  dien  vd  thuat. 


The  Year  of  the  Rooster  Rocks  Larkin  Street 


l>\  Uethea  Yip 

About  1 5.000 celebrators  turned  out 
at  the  third  annual  Tenderloin  Tet 
festival  on  Larkin  Street  on  Janu- 
ary 1 8  as  weeks  of  rain  clouds  gave  way  to 
clear  skies.  Throughout  the  day  Tet  revelers 
lined  up  for  fortune  telling,  children  jammed 
into  a  motorized  train  ride  that  snaked  along 
Larkin  Street  and  crowds  gathered  to  make 
free  phone  calls  from  booths  set  up  by  U.S. 
Sprint  and  AT  &T  to  Vietnam  and  abroad. 

Vu-Duc  Vuong,  director  of  the  Center 
for  Southeast  Asian  refugee  Resettlement 
(CSEARR).  one  of  the  principal  Tet  orga- 
nizers, noted  not  only  the  luck  of  the  weather, 
but  also  the  good  fortune  that  the 
Tenderloin's  Tet  celebration  coincided  w  ith 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.'s  birthday. 

The  Tenderloin  community  celebrated 
Tet  a  week  before  its  official  beginning  on 
January  23.  "We  want  to  link  the  refugee 
community  to  the  Civil  Rights  Movement 
to  build  an  alliance  between  oppressed  com- 
munities. It  is  good  to  remind  ourselves  of 
the  accomplishments  from  the  movement 
and  not  take  them  for  granted." 

Sonny  Le.  special  events  coordinator 
for  CSEARR  said  that  despite  the  threat  of 
rain,  this  year  saw  the  greatest  turnout  both 
of  merchants.  "We  are  now  a  San  Francisco 
Institution,"  said  Le  of  the  Tet  Festival. 

Le  added  that  whenever  the  Tenderloin 
is  in  the  news,  the  coverage  is  on  drug 
dealers  and  prostitution,  but  the  festival 
changes  that. 

"This  festival  helps  give  people  who 
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live  here  a  sense  of  pride  and  belonging  and 
to  help  reaffirm,  for  a  lot  of  these  people, 
their  Vietnamese  identity." 

Vuong  added.  "This  festival  is  impor- 
tant to  Vietnamese  Americans  because  many 
get  homesick  during  Tet  time,  one  of  the 
most  important  holidays." 

Lan  Huynh.  20.  a  student  at  City  Col- 
lege, said.  "Tet  is  a  time  for  family  and  to 
remember  our  home  country  and  traditions." 

For  Vietnamese  Americans.  Tet  holds 
many  different  meanings. 

Khanh  Vo.  21.  another  City  College 
student,  said  Tet  "means  money  and  new 
clothes.  The  Tet  festival  is  important  for 
Vietnamese  to  gather  together  and  speak 
Vietnamese.  It  makes  me  feel  good  to  hear 
it." 

The  festival  according  to  Nguyen  Due, 
a  producer  at  K  ALW,  a  public  broadcasting 
station,  and  a  commentator  for  National 
Public  Radio  (NPR),  "is  a  way  of  celebrat- 
ing who  we  are  and  it  is  a  process  of  opening 
up  to  the  world  and  having  the  world  look  at 
us." 

Nguyen  added,  "Tet  means  memories 
or  war.  renewal  and  family." 

The  memory  of  war  is  what  brought 
one  homeless  man  to  the  comer  of  Ellis  and 
Larkin  streets,  near  the  center  stage  of  the 
festival. 

The  man  in  an  old  Army  field  jacket 
and  a  sign  that  read.  "Vietnam  veteran — 
homeless  hungry  and  sick  as  a  dog — needs 
help."  said,  "I  came  here  today  to  see  what 
kinds  of  emotions  it  would  stir  up. 

"Twenty  years  ago  I  was  paid  to  kill 


these  people,  now  I'm  watching  them  party." 
said  the  man. 

Vu  said  the  homeless  man's  presence 
was  a  hopeful  sign.  "He  came  to  see  the 
difference  between  the  Tet  Offensive  and 
the  enjoyable  holiday  ."  The  Tet  Offensive  in 
1968  is  widely  seen  as  the  turning  point  in 
the  Vietnam  War,  when  the  Viet  Cong  staged 
a  surprise  attack  on  American  troops  that 
prompted  the  U.S.  to  begin  withdrawing  its 
troops  from  Vietnam. 

The  festival  also  sounded  other  notes. 

"We  want  to  send  a  clear  message  that 
the  Tenderloin  is  a  vibrant  community."  said 
Le.  "Don't  ignore  us." 


de  nho  ve  que  huong  xu  so  cung  nhu  la 
nhting  phong  tuc  tap  quan.  "  Ba  ngay 
Tet  danh  dau  sti  tray  hoi  la  khoang  thoi 
gian  de  vieng  tham  ho  hang,  de  lau 
chui  nha  cua  va  cu  xti  dep  la  vi  ba  ngay 
nay  se  la  diem  bao  cho  nhting  gi  se  xay 
ra  cho  ca  nam. 

Doi  voi  nhung  ngtidi  My  goc  Viet 
Tet  mang  nhieu  y  nghia  khac  nhau. 

Vo  Khanh,  21  tuoi,  cung  la  mot  sinh 
vien  theo  hoc  tai  City  College,  noi  rang 
Tet  "co  nghia  la  ticn  va  quan  ao  mdi. 
Hoi  Tet  quan  trong  la  vi  nguoi  Viet  tu 
tap  lai  va  noi  tieng  Viet.  Th.it  la  thich 
khi  duoc  nghe  tieng  Viet." 

Theo  anh  Nguyen  Due,  nhan  vien 
cua  KALW,  mot  dai  phat  thanh  cong, 
va  binh  luan  vien  cua  National  Public 
Radio  (NPR),  thi  Hoi  Tet  "la  each  de  an 
mung  goc  gac  cua  chung  toi  va  day  la 
mot  tien  trinh  mo  cua  ra  doi  voi  the 
gioi  va  de  cho  the  gidi  biet  den  chung 
toi." 

Anh  Due  dua  ra  them  mot  nhan  xet 
nua:  "Tet  co  nghia  la  nhung  ky  niem  ve 
chien  tranh,  mi  hoi  sinh  va  gia  dinh." 

Ky  uc  ve  chien  tranh  da  diia  day 
mot  nguoi  dan  ong  bui  doi  den  goc  phd 
Ellis  va  Larkin,  gan  khan  dai  trung  tarn 
cua  Hoi  Tet. 

Nguoi  dan  ong  do  khoac  chiec  ao 
linh  cu  xua  va  mang  theo  bang  hieu  doe 
nhu  sau:  "Cuu  chien  binh  tham  chien 
tai  Viet  Nam  -  khong  chon  nuong  than, 
doi  khat  va  benh  hoan  -  can  duoc  giup 
do."  Anh  ta  noi:  "Toi  den  day  ngay 
hom  nay  de  \em  nhung  cam  xuc  nao  se 
song  tro  lai.  Hai  muoi  nam  truoc  day 
nguoi  ta  thue  toi  giet  nhung  nguoi  nay, 
bay  gio  toi  xem  ho  hoi  he." 

Ong  Vu  Due  Vuong,  nguoi  dieu 
khien  mot  co  quan  giup  do  viec  tai 
dinh  cU  nhung  nguoi  ti  nan  vung  Dong 
Nam  A  ke  tu  khi  to  chuc  nay  duoc 
thanh  lap  vao  nam  1975,  cho  biet  rang 
su  hien  dien  cua  nguoi  dan  ong  vo  gia 
cu*  do  la  m6t  dieu  dang  mting.  "Anh  ta 
den  de  chung  kien  su  khac  biet  giua 
cuoc  Tong  Tan  Cong  Tet  Mau  Than  va 
mot  ngay  hoi  vui  ve."  Cuoc  Tong  Tan 
Cong  Tet  Mau  Than  nam  1968  duoc 
nhieu  nguoi  cho  la  budc  ngoat  trong 
Chien  Tranh  Viet  Nam,  khi  ma  bon 
Viet  Cong  mo  mot  cuoc  tan  cong  bat 
ngo  vao  binh  linh  Hoa  Ky  va  da  khien 
cho  Hoa  Ky  bat  dau  rut  lui  binh  linh  ra 
khoi  Viet  Nam. 

Ong  Vuong  noi  them  rang  mot  muc 
dich  lau  dai  cua  ngay  hoi  va  cua  nhieu 
ngUdi  Viet  Nam  la  thanh  lap  nhting 
mdi  lien  lac  vung  chac  vdi  nhung  cuu 
chien  binh  Hoa  Ky  da  tung  tham  chien 
tai  Viet  Nam  de  giup  cho  ho  thay  rang 
chung  tdi  xem  ho  nhu  la  dong  minh  cua 
chung  tdi." 

Ngoai  loi  nhan  dinh  do  ra,  Hoi  Tet 
con  noi  len  nhieu  y  nghia  khac  ntia. 

Anh  Sonny  Le  noi:  "Chung  tdi  mudn 
noi  cho  moi  nguoi  biet  rd  rang  Tender- 
loin la  mot  cdng  dong  day  sue  song. 
Dung  bo  quen  chung  tdi." 

Xin  xem  trang  8  va  9,  cd  bai  viet  ve 
no  luc  cua  nhting  cUu  chien  binh  da 
den  de  hdi  phuc  lai  sau  Chien  Tranh 
Viet  Nam. 


Vietnamese  Leaders  Take  Root 
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Vietnamese  Pick  Diverse  Leaders 

Those  interviewed  chose  a  cross-sec- 
tion of  potential  leaders. 

Tenderloin  resident  Truong  Van  Vuong 
sees  a  potential  leader  in  Tong  Ly.  a  pilot 
who  recently  flew  over  Saigon  leafletting 
flyers  that  urged  Southerners  to  rise  against 
the  Communist  rule.  Truong  Van  Vuong. 
like  many  other  Vietnamese  interviewed, 
sees  him  as  a  leader  because  he  is  both  able 
and  ethical  and  can  win  popular  support. 

Lac  Hy  Luu.  a  Tenderloin  poet,  sees 
Thieu  Minh  Vu  of  Trac  Ngoc  Vu's  law 
office  and  Joe  Tran,  a  former  reporter  for 
The  Tenderloin  Times  and  a  longtime  refu- 
gee resettlement  worker  as  competent  lead- 
ers who  speak  good  English  and  would  be 


able  to  speak  before  local  government  on 
behalf  of  the  Vietnamese  community. 

Tenderloin  resident  Tony  Tran  said 
Zoon  Nguyen,  a  legislative  aide  to  Supervi- 
sor Roberta  Achtenberg.  is  "a  potential 
leader  because  she  has  a  kind  of  charisma. 
She  also  has  the  ability  to  assimilate  into 
American  mainstream.  She  is  already  vis- 
ible in  some  ways  in  the  community." 

Mo  magazine  publisherThienh  Huynh 
points  to  84-year-old  Phung  Nguyen  as  a 
leader  of  the  Vietnamese  community. 
Nguyen  is  chairman  of  the  Vietnamese 
Elders'  Association  and  the  newly  founded 
Vietnamese  Center  on  Larkin  Street. 


